ENGLAND 


PROPOSALS 
* Offferedtothe Conſideration of the- 
PARLIAMENT, 


1. For Payment of Publick, Debts. 
2, For Advancement and Encoruragement of Trade. - 
3+ For Raiſing the Rents of 7 
In Order whereunto, It is proved Neceffary, - 
I.' That 4 Stop be put to further Buildings in and about London. 
H. That the Gentry be obliged to live ſome part of the Tear tn the Countrey. 


III, That Regifters be ſetled in every County, | 

IV. That an At for Naturalizgng all Forexn Proteflants, and Indulging them;and '- 
His Majeftie's Subjetts at home, in Matters of Con{cience, may be paſſed. 

V, That the At Probibiting the Importation of Irith Cartel, may be Re 4. 

VI. That Brandy, Coffee. Lum , Tea, and Chocolata, way be probibreed. 

VII. That the Multitude of Stage-Coarhes and Eartvant may be ſuppreſſed. 

VIH. That no Leather be Exported Un-manufatwred. - 

IX. That 4 Court of Conf be ſetled for Weltminſter, and .l the Suburbs of 
London, 4nd in every City and Corporation in 

X. That. the Extravagant Habits and Expence of all Perſons my be curbed;, the 
Exceſſive Wages of Servants and Handicrafts-men may be Reducedzand all Forergus 
Manuf atures may be probibted. 

XI. That it be made lawful to Aﬀign Bills, Bonds, and other Securities; and ' 
that 4 Corſe be _ ore the Knavery of Bankrupes, 

NIL. - That the ade for Coals may be — by Commiſſioners, to the 
Eſc of the Subje#s, and Advantage of the Publich, | 

NIL the F - may be vegerouſly ecutcd, all People ſer ab + 

to make F Tackle, 4d be paid. out of the Money Colleted every Tear . 
for the Poor, in the [ryeral Pariſbes tn 
a Lover of his Countrey, and Well-wiſhcr to the Proſperity both of the Ki 
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FALTALTT ALEC LI LETIALTALETALES, 


PROPOSALS humbly offered to 
conſideration of the Parliament, &c. 


1. For diſcharging the Publick Debts of ' the Kingdoms, 
2, For Encouraging and Advancement of Traac, 
3. The Increaſe of the Rents of Lands. 


HE Honour, Intereſt and Safety of a Kingdom lies 
in maintaining the Grandure and Dignity of their 
KING, and the Prerogative of his Crown 3 The 
which can no way be kk ſecured, than by pro- 
viding him a plentiful Revenue wherewith to de- 
fray the Publick Expences of the Kingdom, encou- 
rage and help all his Friends and Allics,* maintain 
Forces for his Own, his Subjects, and the Kingdoms Safeguard at home, 
and a ſufhcient Fleet at Sea for the Security of Trade abroad, and De- 
tence of his Kingdom agaioſt all Forreign Princes and Potentates 3 and 
wherewith alſo to diſcharge ſuch Publick Debts as are juſtly owing to 
anyperſon upon valuable Conſideration, 

It the payment of Publick Debts were provided for, the reſt would 
be ealily ſecured, without any great Charge to the People, and the King 
be freed from the neceſſity of calling for freſh Supplic every year from 
his Subjects, which now comes very hard, and makes Parliaments un- 
caſie to themſelves as well as to thoſe whoſe Repreſentatives they 
Ares 

The vaſt Debt contracted by his Majeſty when beyond the Seas, 
the great Summs he hath ſince his happy Reſtauration given to relieve 
ſome of the many poor ( yet Loyal) Subjects, that ſerved him and his 
Royal Father faithfully, and loſt their Limbs and Eſtates in their Ser- 
vicez The great Debts he found the Kingdom in to the Army and Na- 
vy when he came firſt home, which are all paid off, excepting about 
150000 {.that hath been under conſideration of the Parliament, which if 
not paid, will be the ruine of many thouſands of poor Familics, who 

- advanced 
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advanced the ſame for his Majeſties Service, and it wasall employed for 


the bringing him homc. 
The great charge of the laſt and this preſent Dutch War, both which 


dignity of his Perſon, (which they ſo baſely ſcorn'd and contemn'd/; the 
Honour of his Kingdom, and the jntereft and ſccurity of Trade : theſe, 
to-cther with the Moncys expended in the reparations of his Ruined 
Houſcs, rcyurchaſing his own Goods, and others for furniſhing his 

Loyal Palacts, and many other publick aftairs, have called for frequent 
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i} and great Supplies. | | : 
1 WW hich howbeit the Parliament have thought ft treely to grant when 
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Perſons have made uſurious or advantageous Contracts, and taken 
| advantage of the King's neceſſities, to impoſe ill Commodities and 

| atunrcaſonable rates 'upon him, and there to reduce the Debt to ſuch 
a preportion , as the Commodity ſold was ( at the time of ſuch 
|} Sale) really worth 5' and to fee where the King hath been juſtly 
dealt with 3 which done, - and the Acconnts being brought to Balance, 
| and the Debt ftatcd and known 3then at once to raiſe ſo much Money as 
4} may diſcharge the whole, and appoint Perſons to {ce the money (o 
| | tobe raiſcd, diſpoſed to that and no other ule 3 allowing them indif- 


ferent Salarics for their pains, that ſo they may mind the work, and 
recieve no 'manner-bf Fees or advantage from the Creditor, whereby 
| | the publick Debts may be leflened : for whoever hath truſted the King, 
: ' hada reſpe&t(m ſetting his price on the Commodities fold) to the time 

' hethought he ſhonld ſtay for hisMoney,the uncertainty of ever receiving 


it,the vaft Charge he muſt be at in Exchequer Fees, Gratuitics,6&c, when 
ever 


his Majeſtic hath been neceſſitated unto, for the preſervation of the 


ever he ſhould have obtained the as; inſomuch that publick Debts 
were and are frequently fold at ſixty or ſeventy pounds per cenr., And 
ſo, what hinders but that if this Buſineſs be pradcntly mannaged 
by Perſons to be intruſicd for that purpoſe, the publick Debts may be 
lefſencd, and the more zafily paid ? which done,'the Subjects may rea- 
ſonably expce&, ard hope tor the future to be at quiet and freed trom 
the fears they are now under of a Parliaments meeting , leſt fill 

there ſhould be frcfh ſupplics for the purpoſes atorefaid demanded, and 

given, and no end be known of ſuch Gitts 3 and yet to his Majelty and 

the Kingdoms great diſhonour both at home and abroad, the publick 

Dcbes fitill remain undiſcharged. And it Money tor ti1is purpole ſhall 

be by the Parliament thought tit to be given, It is humbly oftercd aud 

ſubmitted to their conliderations, whether there can be any way in tic 

World found, more certain, cqual, and ealic, to raiſe the lame, than by 
a Land-Tax: for then they will know what it is\they give, when an] 
how certainly it will come in,and the time when the {ame will end, 
and may proportion their Contracts and Payments accoriingly. Pc- 
lides, a Land-Tax will be a certain Fond for to advance Money upon 
in a ſhort time, at caſic Intercſt, wherewith ſpeedily to diſcharge and 
pay off thoſe Debts, for which now great interelt is to bc paid. 


I know it will be Objectcd, that Land is a Drug, bears little or no 
Price to be let, or be: (old z what Rent it is let for, Tenents are not able 
to pay 3 for tolay Taxes upon that, would utterly undo the Gentry, 
who have nothing to live upon but their Rents. 

To this I anſwer, that it 15 very true, Lands Ict poorly, Rents are 
1] paid, and yeild very little, it fold. But let us examine the Reaſons 
hcreof, and (ce it ſome things may not be propoſed to remedy thoſe 
Milchicts, and bring Land to its former value: which it we do, then 
every Man will certainly be of Opinion that a Land-Tax is the bcſt 
pre to raiſe Money, and beglad on that Condition to have it unpol» 
cd. | 

I am of Opinion, that Gentlemens being wanting to themſelves, is 
the greatelt occaſion of the decay of their Eſtates, and lowering of 
their Rents. Now 1n Order to the bringing them to the ſame Rate aud 
Value, if not to a better than they formerly bore,-I humbly propole 
that theſe ſeveral Particularsfollowing, (which can only be done þy Act 
of Parliament) may be enacted as Laws. And I ſhall endeavour ty 
Demonſtrate the Miſcheits we ſuffer for want of them,and the great Ad- 


vantages we tay rationally expect to reccive by theix being Enacted. 
B 2 1.1 
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1. I propoſe that a ſtop be put to any farther Buildings in or about 
the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, Borough of Southwark, or in any 
place within the Weekly-Bills of Mortality, the Head being already 
r00 big for the Body. And that a years Value of all Houſes -Built-upon 
New Foundations may by the Owners of ſuch Houſes bepaid to the 
King towards payment of Publick Debts, which would advance above 
300000 |. 


2. That all the Nobility and Gentry of England who have Eſtates 


- in the Country, and are not obliged to atterd on His Majeſty by rea- 


fon of their Oftces, be enjoyned with their Familics to live where their 
Eſtates do lie,{o many Months in cach year as to the Wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment ſhall ſeem meer. x 

3+ That a Bill be paſſed for ſetting up of Regiſters in every County 
for Regiltring Sales, Mortgages, Leaſes for term of Years or Lives, 
and all other real Securitics, and if poſſible all Bonds, ec. which Work 
may be done with little charge to the SubjeQtand yet a profit.of above 
50000 l. per annum ariſe to the Publick, 

4+ Thatan Act for a General Naturalizing of all Foreign Prote- 
ftants be paſſed, and an aſlurance of Liberty of Conſcience given to 
all that ſhall come over into England, and place themſelves and Fami- 
liesamongſt us. And that the ſame priviledge be given to his Majeſtics 
Stbjects at home. 

+ That the A& for prohibition of the Importation of Iriſh Cattle 
be repealed, and- a Trade between the two Kingdoms Eſtabliſhed, 
whereby his Majeſtics Re venue of-Cuſtoms would be advanced above 
80000 |. per annum. 

6. That Brandy and Mum, Coffee and Tea be prohibited, and Cof- 
fee-houſes ſuppreſſed, which may be done without any dimunution of 


' his Majcſties Revenue of Exciſe. - 


7. That the multitude of Stage-Coaches: and Caravans now travel- 
ting upon the Roads be-all or molt of them ſuppreſſed ; . eſpecially thoſe 
within forty or fifty Miles of London where they are zno way neceſſary, 
and yet moſt numerous and miſchievous 3 and that a due regulation 
be made of ſuch as ſhall be thought fit to be continued. Which done, his 
Majeſfties Exciſe would be worth above 30000 /. per annum more than 
it now is, and the Poſt-Othce by 6000 l. per annum. 

8. That the A for Tranſportation of Leather UnmanufaRured- be 
repealed, or fo far -diſcountenanced at leaſt, that it be not renewed when 
the ſeven years is expired. 


9+ That a Court inthe nature .of the Court of Requeſt in Louder 
be 
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be eſtabliſhed for IWeltminſter, Southwark, and all parts within the Week= 
ly-Bills of Mortality if poſlible, and in every City and Town Corpo- 
rate in England, to determine differenecs between poor People, for {mall 
Dcbts, Words, or Treſpaſſes, that ſo they may not be undone by Law 
Suits. | 

10. That a Bound be put to the Exttavagant Habits, and Expences 
of all ſorts of Perſons,that Servants andHandicraft Tradeſmens exceflive 
Wages may be reduced, and that no foreign Manufactures, except from 
Ireland, be ſuffered to be worn in- England, but that the importation 
aud expoſing of them knowingly to Sale be both made Felony. 

11. That it be made Lawful to afſign BHls, Bonds and otherSecurities, 
And the Frauds of Men Breaking, with delign to Enrich themſelves 
out of their Creditors Eſtates may be prevented. 

12. That the New-Caltle Trade tor: Coles may be- managed by 
Commiſſioners for his Majeſty, which would be a great advantage to 
the SubjzeAs, and raiſe his Majeſty! above 300000 l. per annum. 

13. That the Fiſhing Trade be encouraged, all Poor ſet at Work to 
provide Tackle for that uſe, and be. paid out. of the Moncy Collect- 
ed yearly in every Pariſh throughout England for relict of the 
Poor, which would be of vaſt advantage to the Publick. 

In Order to the evincing of the necelley of Prohibiting any of further 
Building in and about Loxdon,and Weſtminſter,and of the Gentries being 
confined to live ſome part of the year upon their Eſtates in the Coun- 
try, I delire every ſerious conſiderate Perſon, that knew London aud 
Weſtminſter, and the Suburbs thereof, fourty or fifty years- ago, (when 
England was far richer and more populous than now it is ) to tell me 
whether by Additional Buildings upon new Foundations, the faid Cities 
and Suburbs, ſince that time, are not become at leaſt a third part bi 
than they were 3 and whether in thoſe days they were-not thought and 
found large enough, to give a due reception-to all perſons that were fit, 
or had occaſion to reſort thither (whereupon. all farther Buildings on 
new Foundations (even in thoſe daycs) were prohibited ? Neverthes 
le(s,above thirty thouſand Houſcs great and ſmall have been ſince built, 
the conſequences whereot may be worthy of our contideration. Theſe 
Houſes are all inhabited, contfidering. then what multitudes of whole 
Families, formerly dwelling in and about the faid Citics, were cut off by 
f the two laſt dreadful Plagues, as alſo by the War abroad and at home, 
t by Land and by Sea; and how many have tranſported themſelves, (or 
4 been tranſported ) into our foreign Plantations 3 and it muſt naturally : 
follow, that thoſe who inhabit theſe. ucw Houſes and many of the old 
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ones; muſt be perſons coming out of the Country 3 which makes ſo ma- 
ny Inhabitants the lels there, where they arc moſt needful and wanting, 
For, the occaſion of the Rents'ot Lands falling every year, ariſes not {o 
much from Lands growing worſe, as becauſe of the want of Tenants 
viith good Stocks to manage the Farms they take. And this miſchief 
hath been, and is in great meaſure occaſioned by theſe additional Build- 
ings 3 for, had they not been erected, thoſe who inhabit them, would 
have been in the Country, living an Induſtrious and Laborious Lite, 
improving, their Stocks, and thereby advantaging, Gentlemens Lands, 
and the Trade of the Nation. But now, if a Man get two or three 
Hundred pounds in his Pocket, up he comes to London, takes a Houle, 
paycs a Fine,layes out the reſt of his Money in furniſhing it tor Lodgers, 
thereby promiting himſelf a lazy Lite, free from care or elſc he ſets up 
an Alchoaſe, or Brandy Houle, (both tending to the debauching and 
deſtroying of Youth; ) when as had there not been theſe Buildings to 
draw them hither, and give ſhelter, then thoſe Men with their three or 
four hundred pounds a picce Stocks employed in the Country, might 
have made cach of them a good Tenant, for a Farme of 100 or 200 ]. 
per annum 3 which Farms by their removing to Loxdon,arc thrown into 
the Landlords hands fo that by a moderate Calculation, it is judged, that 
there are 55000 Familics at lcalt now in and about London, more than 
would or could conveniently have been, it theſe Houſes had not been 
Built ; which Familics if they had continued in the Country, would 
have kept up the value of Lands which fall only for want of Tenants : If 
therefore more Bnildings ſhould be hercafter erected ;* more Miſchiefs in 
all probability will be done of this kind to the Country;!And really,Gen- 
tlemen may thank themſelves for the prejudice they receive by theſe 
means, they having given the example, and been the occaſion thercof. 
For, they never thinking their Eſtates would have an cnd, weary of an 
honeſt and commendable Country-lite,come up to London to ſee fa{hions, 
fall into ill company, learn how to run out of all their Eftates in a 
ſhort time, by extravagant Habits, gaming, drinking, and other debau- 
cherics, deſtructive to their Healths as much as Eſtates; As if to have 
lived in the Country upon their own Eſtates and to have taken care of 
and managed them,and kept a handſome retinue ofServants,and a good 
Houſe of Hoſpitality, and to have taken off their Tenants Provitions 
for their Family expences, 1n part of their Rents, relieving and ſetting 
the Poor at work, and inconragement of Art, Induſtry and Labour, 
were not ſo commendable in them, or ſo much for their Advantage, 
and Honour, as to l:ye idly in London, purſuing their lufiful pleaſures, 
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3 
paying, whileſt their own houſes ſtand empty, and go to ruine for want 
of bcing inhabited, more for their Lodgings than woul.l maintain their 
Familics handſomely in the Country, and encreaſe the Conſumption of 
the Proviſious,aud ManufaCtures of the Kingdom, than which nothing 
can conduce more to the Improvement of Land.I would dclire to know 
of any ſober Pcrſon, how tar the many Gentlemen who have thus 
fooliſhly and idly run themſclyes out of their Eftates, have done good 
with the Came ? who is the bctter for it? Is the Country, where their 
Eltatcs lic, or thicir Tenants that rent them ? or the poor Inhabitants 
about them? No, not at all, buc all are the worſe, and undone tnere- 
by, for when theſe Perſons come firſt to London, they bring up all the 
Money tl1cy can get in fpecte, and no ſooner do their Rents grow due 
in the Ccuntry, but they or their Bailiffs or Stewards rack the poor Te- 
nants for the ſam2, gather in all that they can get, and ſue, or dittrain 
where Moncy 15-not preſently to be had, taking away Tenants Cattel, 
ſelling them for half their worth, and thereby ruine not only idle Per- 
(ons or ill Husbands that have run out of their Stocks, but allo many 
Induſtrious men and great husbands, who have Stock and Goods cnough 
(it fold) wherewith to anſwer the Rent 3 and the want of a vent fur the 
product of thcir Farms is the only reaſon why they could not raiſe pre- 
{ent Money for their Landlords. How many perſons by theſe means 
have becn undone ! forced to leave their Farms ! whici thereby have 
been thrown into their Owners hands z who have bcen forced both to 
abate Rents, and keep their Farms a year or two without making any 
thing of them, bctore they could diſpoſe of them again= And I know 
none the better for theſe things but the Gentries and Nobilities Bailifs 
and Stewards, who being entruſted to Let and Set, Reccive Rents and 
manage their Maſicrs Eſtates, do by their negle&ing to call them to ac- 
count, or looking, after and diſpoling their own Aﬀairs, grow vaſtly 
Rich, and frequently in Truſtees names become Purchaſers of their Ma» 
ſters Eſtates 3 whilſt they in the mean time,by mcans as aforefaid,become 
greatly impoveriſhed. The rather,for that frequently,when they receive 
their Maſters Rents,they pretend the Tenants have them in their hands, 

and put their Maſters thereby under neceſſity of borrowing Money for 

their preſentSupplies;which when they have done, they being imployed 
to procure the ſame,do frequently furniſh them with thcir own Money, 
making them pay Brocage, Procuration and Continuation-Money, and 

Intereſt for the ſame, which helps forward their Ruine. 

In ſhort, theſe New Buildings are advantageous to none but to the 


Owners of the Ground on which they are built, who haye railcd their 
wontcd 
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wonted Rents from a hundred hed to five or ſix hundred pound 
annum; beſides the Improvements in Reverſion ; or to the Builders, who 
by ſlight building on long Leaſes, make ten or twelve pound per cent. of 
their moneys. But the advantage of theſe perſons being the Countries 
oreat prejudice, Therefore in my poor Opinion, it ſeems agreeable to 
Reaſon that they ought to help to pay the publick Debts of the King- 
dom; and the Country (who are hurt by them) ſhonld be caſed : And 
for them to pay one year, or a year and halfs Improved Rent to the 
King, would not be much, conſidering the greatneſs of the Improve- 
ment they have and are like to make. So that admitting that there 
are 3oooo Houſes Built upon New Foundations as aforeſaid, and that 
each of thoſe Houſes (one with another) ſhould pay but 10 }. per annum 
Rent, and the King ſhould have but one years Reat from each Houſe, 
the ſame would amount unto above 300000 /. which would go a great 
way in the diſcharging the publick Debts; But one years Rent from 
cach of theſe Houles (it is conceived) would come to above 500000 l. 
and the enforcing them that have Built contrary to the Statute to pay 
ſuch a Fine, would deter others from Building for the future ; of which 
there can be no need 3 conſidering that there are above 3000 brave 
Houſes which, for the Honour of the Nation, are at great charge, to 
the ruine of the Builders, rebuilt, ſtand empty within Loxdow Walls, 
and are like foto do, by reaſon that the Trade is drawn out of the 
City to the naw Erccted Buildings in the Suburbs, where the Inhabi- 
eants have theſe advantages followin 

1. They have Houſes at eaſier rates, becauſe built at leſſer charge 
than thoſe in the City, which were Built when all Materials were 
very ſcarce and dear, and Workmens Wages extream high. 

2. They are certain in moſt places to raiſe their Rents by letting 
Lodgings, cſpecially near the Inns of Court, Whitehal and Weſtminſter 3 
the Gentry coveting to Lodge thereabouts, and they have not only 
Lodgings, but the advantage of their Cuſtomer alſo for ſuch Commodi- 
ties as they ſell, and their Lodgers want. Which hinders the Trade of 
the City, where little or no benefit at all is made by Lodgings. 

3-They are not liable to a third penny of charges for Taxes and pub- 
lick Duties that they are who live within the City 3 whereby they 
can aford to (ell at a lower rate than in Loxdon they can do. All 


which inevitably tends to deſtruction of the Trade within the 
Walls. os | | 
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He Third thing propoſed is, A Bill f REGISTERS; That 
in every County a Regiſter may be fctled, to Regiſter all Bills 
of Salc , Jas Statutes , Recognizances , Bonds, Mortgages, 
Leaſes, and Conveyances of Land, than which nothing can be of grea- 
ter advantage to Gentlemen, Security to Purchaſers,; or, benefitito the 
publick, without hurt to anyunleſs the profeſſors of the Law, or ſuch 
who intend and deſign to defraud Purchaſers. © _ 
Thoſe therefore that ſhal: oppoſe {o excellent and beneficial an At 
as this,muſt be cither,firſt, ſuch who live hy the practice of the Law 3 or 
ſecondly, ſuch as underitand not their. own Intereſt : orhirdly, fuch as , 
dclign to live by defrauding others. The oppolttion ariling from the 
practiſers of the Law is not ſo much from theix conviction that the 
thing in it ſelf is not good, and beneficial to the publick, as from ſelf- 
Intereſt, which too much governs all forts of Men in this Age, Men 
being apt to prefer private advantage before a general good. I confchs, 
a Regilter may prove a great hinderance to thoſe of that profeſſion : 
For, in ſhort time it would prevent the mualcitudes of Su'tes that yearly 
ariſe between his Majeſties Subjects occaſioned by the Cheats that are 
committed for want of ſuch a Regiſiry as is propoſed 3 and perhaps 
would ſave the Subjects at leaſt two or three hundred thouſand pounds 
per annum which now is ſpent in thoſe Suites 3 which if prevented, and 
the Money ſaved to.the People, would be imployed in Trade, or ſpent 
upon the Manufactures and Proviſions of the Kingdom and.ſo the 
. number of Attourneys would not increaſe as of late they have done, 
there being at preſent about 6900 of them, belides Sollicitors, who 
Jive ſcattexed about the Country: moft of whom could ng ſubſiſt but by 
making it their whole Rudy and bulineſs, to promote Suites and Can- 
troverlics, and encourage quarrelſom perſons to bring Actions againt 
their Neighbours, for ſmall petty Treſpaſſes, or a frivolous haſty. pafſi. 
9 onate Word or two z thoſe perſons of that employment taking advan. 
tage thereby, of -inriching themſelves, by impoveriſhing the Subjects: 
F whercas 2 it not for them, ſuch differences might happily be com- 
poſed in a tflendly and amicable way. - | 


The ſecond ſort chat I preſume may oppoſe this Ah are, Men not 
ſenſible of thcir own Intereſt and advantage, nor of that of the Puh- 
C lick, 
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lick ; for, if a Regiſter were kept of all Sales, Leaſes for Years, or 
Lives, Mortgages, Judgments, Statutes, Recogiiizanices, ' and '6f all 
other real Securities, that will or can lay , hold on Lands, fo that m eve- 
ry County where any Gentlemans Eſtate lieth,a Man may know by the 
Regiſter, what Eſtate he hath in that County, and what incumbrances 
are upon it : therefore if it were declared by Law, that no Incumbrance 
ſhall be good, but ſuch as if made or entred into hefore the At for ſet- 
ting Regiſters be paſſed, ſhall be regiftred within one: year after the 
alli thereof; or if made or entered into after the pathng the faid 
AQ, Ran be regiftred within one month or two after ſich Conveyan-« 
ces, or Securities, are entred into or male, or otherwiſe be void, it 
would highly be for the advantage of all Gentlemen, that either have 
or may have Land to fell, or would borrow Money upon Mortgages. 
For, then they ſhall not need to be beholden unto thoſe Men, that 


- makeit their Trades to diſpoſe of GentlemensMoney, to help Gentle. 


men to Purchaſers for their Lands, or to take up money upon Securi- 
tics z whom now they are forced to make uſe of, and pay great ſums 
for Brokerage, Procuration, and Continuation-Money. Whereupon I 
deſire every Gentleman to conſider, when he comes to Loxdon, and 
wants Money, how difficult a thing he finds it to ſupply himſelP there- 
with, (though he offer good Land-Securicy.) What begging,intreating, 
running from place to place ?* What expences is he put unto? A 

when all is done, let him confider whether he can be accommodated 
without City-Security, (which runs him into further obligations and 
expences to procure 3 ) and if he does get ſuch,whether he be everthelefs 
conſtrained to pay 3,4, or 5 /. per cext. for procuring and ſometimes viis 
&+ modis 10 |. per cent.. for what he borrows And then, it being lent 
but for a year, the Procurers thereof and their Emiſffaries being wont to 
contrive whichway to make their further advantage of the Borrowers, 
do commonly at the nine months end fend them word, that the Per- 
ſons whoſe MBney they borrowed, have great occaſions for the ſame 
and are forced to call it in, and muſt have it when due 3 but withall 
they uſually adviſe them not to be troubled, or take any care; for if 
they cannot raiſe the Money themſelves, they will furniſh them elfe- 
where, having the like conſideration for their pains as before 3 the 
which theſe Gentlemen arc forced to agree unto, becauſggerhaps they 
know not elſewhere to have it : And when they have thione, then 
they goto the Perſons, whoſe Money they had lent to theſe Gentlemen 


the ycar before, and tell them, that the Gentlemen that borowed the 
ſame, defire to pay it in when it ſhall be due; who finding and believing | 3 
| their i 
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their ſecuxity good, are loth- to reecive if, never having given any 
dixe&tion to call-ig- in, non knowing how better to diſpole thereof 
wheu they receive the ſame 3 whereupon. to pleaſe them alſo, they in- 
forma them that other good (egurity is xeady for them, ſo-that the Mg- 
ney ſhall got lie dead.z and (© they get the advantage of the Gentlemen 
that had the Money, by procuriug other ſums for them, in licu there> 
of, and ofthe perſons to whom. they.lend the Money fo called in 3 
Inſomuch that by frequent ſhifting the Loan-money from one hand to 
another, they ſometimes receive to them(clves from the perſqns borrow- 
ing , as much as the principal Suga leat amounted unto,for Procuration, 
Brokage and Continuation ; whereby the Borrowers at laſt arc broughe 
to ſell their Eſtates» and being reduced to ſuch neceſlitics by the Sabtil- 
tics of thele perſons, are forced to be beholden to them to procure pup- 
chaſers : which when they perccive, they uſually play their game as fol- 
loweth : the (eller is by theny perſwaded oy they ,can get nopur- 
chaſer, but ſuch asdoth object againſt theis Tithe 3, or their periong 
uling many frivolous delayes, till they drive them to ſuch diſtreſs, that 
they muſt (ell at any rate: And then their living remote in the Coun- 
try, or being under protections. as Parliament-Men-or Courtiersz or 
their Eſtates lying far from Laxdox, or the uncertainty of what Incum- 
brances may be . a: are ObjeRjans which they raiſe, pretend- 
ing that all Men they propoſe their Eſtates unto ( ufo theſe or ſuch- 
like accounts) are afraid to deal with them, unleſs fuch as wait far good 
bargains, and will not purchaſe except they can buy below the Market- 
price. By which means they {o gontrive the matter with the Venders, 
that they enforce them to ſel] chat for thizteen, fourteen or fifteen years 
purchaſe, which really is worth twenty > And out of that Contract, 
their manner is to bargain for a good Gratyity for themſelves although 
they at the ſame time have agreed with the Purchaſer that is to have 
the'Land,for one or two years purchaſe more than they are to pay to the 
Sellers. And the better to manage their Defigns,theq Buyers are conceal- 
ed, and the Land+Brokers and: Jobhers'ot Land find other perſons to 
perſonate the Purchaſer, ſo that the Vender js. never ſuffered to know - 
or (ce them till the Writings be drawn, 3 whercin the Conliderations are 
frequently expreſt to be a year or twe's Purchaſe more than the Ven- 
der is to receive for the fame. Which when they queſtion the Reaſon 
of, they are informed that it is done, only to enable the Purchaſers to *' 
demamd better prices when they (ell che ſame,and to keep up the reputed 
value thereof. Thus -dothey enrich them(tlves by impoſing uponGentle- 
men in extremity, through an artificial —_— the value of theirEſtates, 
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exaQing great Gratuities from the Purchaſers alſo. This 4s the com. * 
mon Pra&tice of your Land-Brokers and Jobbers- and their Contcde- 
rates: But if Regiſters were ſetled, and all Incumbrances regiſtred;- fo 
that men might be ſecure,no dormantSecurities,after they have lent their 
Money upon Mortgages, or purchaſed for valuable Conliderations,could 
be ſtarted up to defeat them of their Intereſts and then Gentlemen that 
have Money lying dead by them, would be as glad to lend it; at eaſie 
Tates, to honeſt Gentlemen upon good Security, as thoſe that want it 
would be to be ſupplied therewith 3 And Lands unduubtedly would 
come to be worth, as formerly, twenty years purchaſe, if Men could but 
be ſecured in their Titles. So that all perſons that either have, or ſup» 
poſe they ever may have any Eſtate to ſell, or Money to borrow, under- - 
ſtand not their own Intereſt, 'if they oppole the ſetling of the Regiſters 
propoſed. | | 
The laſt ſort of people that I preſume may be agriev'dat this Regi- 
try, are ſuch who _ lived high, and ſpent their Eſtates extrava- 
gantly, and perhaps entred into Judgments, Statutes, and Recognizan« 
ces, to double the value thereof, and have mortgaged their Lands over 
and over, and then get Protections whereby they keep off Suits, or 
abſcond them{elves {> that they cannot be found by their Creditors,and 


are wont thereby.to keep their Eſtates in I and can no way for 


the future live but by doing further as of diſhoneſty;which whilf their 
Eſtates remain in their poſſeſſion, they have opportunity to do. Such 
unrighteous Actions will for the future be prevented, and the preſent 
Deſigns of this nature be defeated, if Regiſters be ſetled. So that ſuch 
perſons are concerned to oppoſe the: ſame. But I hope ſuch Creatures 
as theſe are, and their Deſigns, will cafily be ſeen through, and have 
little reſpe& given them by Parliament. | 

In ſhort, Were the Regiſtry as deſired, ſetled, and the Profit ariſing 
thereby brought into' the Exchequer, the Work may be done, good Al- 
lowances appointed for thoſe that ſhall be imployed therein, and but 
a ſmall-ſum would be impoſed upon the Subjeds for Regiſtring their 
Claim, and yet by computation at leaſt 50000 1. per annum be brought 
znto the Treaſury : which would be an additional help towards pay- 
ment of the Publick Debts. | . 


He Fourth Thing Propoſed is, That an A& he paſſed for a gene- 
T ral Naturalization of all Foreign Proteſtants, and tor grauting 
Liberty of Conſcience to ſuch of them as (hall come over and Inhabic 
amongſt us, and that the like Liberty be given'to his Majeltics Subjects 
at home. There is nathing ſo much wanting in England as People ; 
and of all ſorts of Pcople, the- Induſtrious and Laborious fort, and 
Handycraft-men, are wanted to Till and Improve our Land, and [1c!n 
to ManufaQure the Staple-Commodities ot i the Kingdom 3 which 
would add greatly to the Riches thereot. 

The two laſt great Plagues, the .Civil Wars at Home, and the {.ve- 
ral Wars with HoSand, Spain, and France, have deltroycd ſeveral hun- 
dred- thouſands of Men, which lived amongſt us belides, vaſt num- 
bers have Tranſported themſelves or been Tranſported into-. Irelai4, 
and other our Foreign Plantations 3 who, when they were living 4a: 
mongſt us, did Eat our Proviltions, Wore off our ManufaQturics 3 im» 
ployed themſelves in ſome Calling or other beneficial to the Nation 3 
the want of which calls for a ſupply of People from ſome place or 
other 3 and it is, in my judgment, worthy our Obſervation, That the 
Men thus lofi from amongſt us, are of greater conſideration; and the loſs 
more miſchievous to the Kingdom, than meerly the death.or removal of 
ſo. many Perſons, conſidering that they were Men in the prime of their 
years, in perfect ſtrength, fuch, who had they not dyed, or been killed, 
or removed, might every year have begotten Children, and thereby en- 
creaſed the World ; So that three times the number of Children might 
have been better {pared than they. For inſtance, Say there be but 
100000 Men, by theſe means, gone from amongſt us; and inſtead of 
them 300000 Children had been taken away, and the Men left,it would 
have been much better for they in two years and a half, or three years 
time, might have gotten ſo many Children again 3 but the Men dying, 
or being, gone, and the Children living, it may be ten or twenty years 
before they come to. Marry and beget Children : And notwithſtandins 
the great miſchief this Nation hath ſuſtained by the loſs of theſe Men, 
yet ſo inconliderate are the Inhabitants thereof, concerning their own 
Intereſt, (which, if-poſſible, is to have the Kingdom tull of Leople) 


that they are taking up another way to prevent the peopling thereof 
tor 
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for the future, there being, almoſt all over Eng/and a Spirit of Madneſs 


running abroad; ard poffeſting Men agaiutt Marrying, rather chuling 
to have Miſtreſſes, by whom very few ever have any Children: And 
many Marryed Women, by their lewd Converſations, prevent the 
bringing forth many Children, which otherwiſe they might have had, 
Theſe Humours and Practices, it continued, will prove fo miſchievous, 
that unleſs Foreigners come in among(t us, in few years there wi-l not 
be People to Manure our Lands, Eat our Proviſtons, Wear our Many- 
fatures, or Manufacture the Staple - Commodities that are of the 
growth of the Kingdom 3 without which, it #s fhio wonder if Lands 
yield little Rent, or Sell not tor above 14 or 15 years Purchaſe, 

And if Foreigners muſt come over, or our Eftates here grow worſe, 
there muſt then Encouragement be given them (ſo to doz elſe they will 
think themſelves Well-Seated where they are, following their Trades, 
encreaſing their Eſtates, Enjoying all the Liberties and Priviledges of 
Free-born Subje&s, know how (and have Liberty and Encouragement) 
to improve their Eſtates z and when they have got them can keep them 
theretore will never come themſelves; nor bring over their Familics or 
Eſtates among[t us here to be accounted of as Aliens and Strangers, ſuch 
as may not purchaſe Eſtates amongſt us3 and it they do, ſhall nat enjoy 
the ſame, nor their Childreu after them. That ſort of people which we 
moſt want are ſuch, who though they would-come over, and dwell - a 
mongſt us, yet cannot ſpare 59 or 604. outof their Stock to procure 
themſelves naturalized by Act of Parliament 3 eſpecially if they bring 
over Wife and Children with them (which would be more advantageous 
for us than for them to come over alone) Or it they ſhould (pare Money 
to Naturalize themſelves; yet perhaps they may not have ſo much as to 
pay for the naturalizing of their Wives and Children z who, as our 
laws arc, cannot be permitted to Inherit, what their Fathers purchaſe, 
unlcſs they be naturalized alſo. So that an Act for a General Natura- 
lization is abſolutely neceſſary, if we will be ſupplyed with People : 
trom Foreign parts3 But the paſſing ſuch A alone, will notbe ſuftici- - } 
ent to encourage Foreigners to come and dwell amongſ-us 3 there muſt * 
be Liberty of Conſcience alſo granted unto them 3 and they muſt be af- 
ſured that they ſhall not be Imprifoned, Baniſhed, or have their Eftates 
ſcized, and taken from them, and fold, only for differing from the 
Church of England, in the way of their Diſcipline, whilſt they agree 
in the Fundamentals of Religion, live peaceably under the Civil Govern 
ment, and difturbe not the Government of the Church eſtabliſhed: for 
tney having ſuch liberty abroad where they are, will not without afſure- 
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ance of the ſame here, be induced to come amongſt us 3; How many thou- 
ſands have left England,and gone to ſeek ſhelter in Forrcign parts, for the 
perſecution they were under for their Conſciences, who otherwiſe, wich 

- their Families, would have Continued amongſt us > How many have 

been forced to leave their Trades, by being kept in Priſon, and having 
their Goods and Eſtates taken from them ? How many, for fear of being 

undone, not kuowing but that ſo ſoon as their Goods come into their 

Shops, they may be ſeized for their having been at Conventicles, have 

left their Trades, drawn off their Stocks, and keep up their Money 

(not knowing how ſoon they may have occaſion to make uſe of it in the 

time of their Fitreſſes) which otherwiſe would have been imploycd in 

Trade to the benefit of the Kingdom 3 How many thouſands of Farmers 

have been neceſſitated to leave their Farms, and come to dwell in Lon- 

don ? or to live obſcurely in the Country, for fear left when they ſhould 

have imployed their Stocks, Plowed and Sowed their Land, Reaped 

their Corn, and Stocked their Paſture-Land, all ſhould be taken from 

them, and they impriſoned, and forced from their Families, for their 

Religion ? Are not theſe great miſchiefs to the Kingdom, and great 

reaſons of the decay of Trade, and of Gentlemen their wanting Tenants 
for their Lands, (a thing ſo generally complained of all over England) 

that men are not ſuffered to live as they would do quietly, and employ 

and improve their Stocks, as they might do, to the advantage of 
Trade, and the Kingdom in General; which if they were permitted, 
would occaſion the Conſumption of more of the proviſions, and Manu- 

factures of the Kingdom, Imploy more poor people at Work.,and thereby 

Improve the Rent of Lands, and would ſend many of the Gentry, and 

Farmers who left the Country for the Reaſons aforeſaid and now live 

obſcure in London and ſome other places, back to their Country-houles 

or to their Farms again it would remove their Fears, quiet their * 
Minds, and cauſe their Purſes again to be opened, and every one would. 
be putting himſelf upon ſome way of Improving his Eſtate, and vot 

live upon the main Stock, as now they areforced to do. It were greatly 

to be wiſhed, that there were more love and Charity amongſt us; And . 
that all men would Conſider ſeriouſly what they ao, when they take 

upon themſelves thus to impoſe thetrr own Principles upon all othcrs, as 

ſuch that are only right, and Condemn all others as Erroneous; this 

is to maguihe themſelves as Infallible, and deſpiſe all others. 

Upon all theſe Reaſons I humbly ſubmit to Judgment, whether an AG 
for a general Naturalization, and Liberty of Contcience,be not 1þ{ol 1tc- 
ly neceſſary at this ttmie ? And whether the Paſſing thercot may n + be 
of great advantage to the Kingdom, fince it. would jncreale ' 0445, 
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Promote a vaſt Conſumption of the ManufaQures and Proviſions of the 
Kingdom 3 make us more Induſtripus, impor more of - our Poor, :In- 
creaſe his Mayeſties Revenue of Cufioms, and bring our Lands to let 
for greater Rents, and to ſcIl for more years Purchaſe than ever hereto» 
for: thcy would have done. * | 
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| LI} Pn lic Fifth any, Propoſed is, That the Act for Prohibition of the 
[Importation of Foreign Cattle, ſo far as'it relates to Ireland, and 
I/eſtphalia-tlams, may be Repealed, 
This Act hath no way anſwered the end deſigned by the paſſing there- 
| of, but on the contrary proved, 
| Firſt, Very prejudictal to- his Majeſty -in his Revenue of Cuſtoms. 
[: Secondly, To all or moſt of the Land- Owners in England. 
| h Thirdly, To the Navigationggnd Trade of the Kingdoms. , 
| ; 
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great Cattle and Sheep, Imported from Ireland, as (Compnting the 
Cuſtom paid for them and for the other Commodities exported out. of 
Frgland into Treland in licu of them) amounted yearly to 80000 }. be- 
fides the Cultoms of all Norway, Spaniſh, and Weſtphalia Hams 3 which 
ſum the King loſeth every year, and the Kingdom, to their Vaſt pre- 
judice, have loſt that Trade, 

2. To Land- Owners this prohibition mult neceſſarily be a great pre- 
judice, It it be conſidered, 

1. That the Breeding-Lands of England are not able to raiſe a ſuffici- 
ent Stock for the feeding, f1x months fecding being as much as four 
ycars Breeding, 

2. That by reaſon of the ſcarcity of ſuch Stock, the Breeders Impoſe 
'3 | a greaterprice on Lean Cattle ghen they will yeild when fatted, whereby 
| Feeding-Land becomes worth little or nothing. 
% 3- That for want of Iriſh Cattle, the Vicualling both for Home-Con- 

$ | ſumption,ind Foreign Trade, and Naval Proviſions, (moſt of it) istran(- 

| | tld terrcd trom England into Treland : which is a great prejudice to the 
\ FY Conſumption in Exgland; So that Lean: Cattle, though they be dearer, 
| In becauſe of the ſcarcity of them, yet fatted Cattel arc . cam for want 
{ WY ofthe Conſumption we formerly had. The Conſequence whereof is, 
\ Jil That the Ends of the prohibition are not anſwered, Rents of Lands are 
| | | not 


"i 1. To his Majeſty : for, before this Act pafſed, there were ſo many 
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not Raiſed ; but on the a Feeding:-Lands muſt and do fall tor 
want ofa Cheap Stock 3 and our former Conſumption, and Breeding- 
Lands, through the decay of Trade, which this prohibition hath occay 

koned. 
3ly, This Prohibition is prejudicial to Trade and Navigation. 

{- 1. Becauſe thoſe Foreigners, who formerly Victuall:d here,do Victu- 
= all themſelves in Ireland. | 
Wo 2. And they have their Proviſions fogthe fourth part of what we 
2 pay for ours; whereby they have a great advantage in point of Trade, 
** and can Sayl Cheaper than we : which forceth the Engliſh to Victual 
2 there allo, 
* 43. All iſ Cattle which formerly came unto Ergland,and for which 
they carryed out no Money, but took of our Manufactures m return, 
are carryed to other places beyond Seas, and from thence fetch the 
XX Commoditics wherewith we before the prohibition ſupplyed them. So 
> that the Traders in Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, and other Northen parts,wherc 

* the Breeding-Lands lie, their Los is greater for want of a Conſumption 
- {2 of the ManutaQtures of thoſe Countries which formerly were ent into 
' 73 Ireland, than the Advantage they receive by advanceing the price of 
> =» Lean-cattel doth amount unto» 

* 4+ It hathenforced the Iriſh for to leſſen their Heards of Cattel, and 
increaſe their breed of Sheep, having gotten of our largeſt and belt Breed- 
ers : So that they have now Vaſt Flocks, and prodigious quantities of 
Wooll, beſides Hides and Tallow : which proves milcheivous to Eng- 
land three wayes. | 

1. By their ſending Wooll beyond Scas unmanufactured 3 which not- 
withſtanding the Prohibition, every day they do, |which being manufa- 
Qured by Foreigners, they grow rich thereby, whilſt our poor in Exg- 

: land ſtarve for want of the work they had when they were Imployed in 

- manufacturing for a Foreign Conſumption” _ 

' 2+ By ſending their Hides, Tallow, and Wooll in great quantivies into 
i England : which,for want of a Conſumption here, bring down the price 


of our own growth. 
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” 3+ By ſetting up the Woollen ManufaQuries in frelared) where having 
: the Wooll, Laud, and all Provivons cheaper than in England, they 
pf mult neceffarily have their Workmen cheaper ; and if ſo,they will be able 
-* to make enough, not only for their own uſe, but, to ſupply Foreign- 
& <crsalfo with that which Erglard uſed to ſupply them with heretofore 3 
which, in a ſhort time, if not prevented, will undermine the Staple 
and moſi Advantagious Trade of this Kingdom. It is the Intereſt of 
D England, ' 


8 
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30 iti England, being the Scat of Government, to maintam a Preeminence in 
1! the Trade, and to (ce that the ManufaCtuiies: thereof be preſerved in- 
', tire withinitſelf: Otherwiſe by how much the-more Ireland is Impre- 
vcd, by fo much the more England will be Impaired therein, For they, 
working ch:apcr, lying nearer Forcign Markets, and their freight being 
| Ie(s, do what we can, will underfell us, where cver they come 3 wherc- 
| | by our Manuf.cturics will be deftroycd, and Manufacturers, with their 
q : Familics, be Ruined. 
It is obfervalolo.r. That the Trade with Hrelaxd kept three or four han- 
Lil dred ſhips in full in;ploy 3 which were paid by the Iriſh Freighters there 
| | ' 2nd occationed the breeding many Sceamen yearly ; but now all thoſe 
| 
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ſhips are laid 2tide, the breed of Scamen neglected, and that Trade ma- 
naycd in Foreign Botcomes. | 

2. That the Cattel and Shcep formerly zmported, by Computation 
amounted unto a Million of Money per Annam. 

5. That they carryed no Money out of Expleud ; but the effect of 
their Cattel was all laid out in our Manufacturics,or other Commodities 
Imported into England, and from thence fent to Ireland : and/the-King 
had a Cuſtom paid both upon the: Importation and Exportation, and 
alſo for every head of Cattle brought over. | : 

The Iriſh being, now Prohibited this Trade, are neceſſitated to ſend al 
thcir Victuals to Forragn parts, where they fell them for more chan we 
paid for them, and buy what ever they want Cheaper than they -had 
them from us3 by which means they: will beconcerned to take no Com- 
moditics from England. | i 2 3 
Nor can they Trade withus, if they would, becauſe they have no-way 
to pay for what they buy, unleſs they bring over Money is Specte, tothe 
miſcheife of that Kingdom 'or by Bills of Fxchange, which cannot be 
had nnder 15 or 16-per Cent. which is double the profit gotten by thoſe 
that Trade with them. That'!Exchange of monies thence is very hipH, 
'F] «Gentlemen whoſe Eſtaresare Returned over;do tmd,and by reaſon there- 
BY 1 of are forced to retrench- a fixeh part of their Expences here : which is a 
| further leſſening to the Conſumption of the Manufacturies & Proviſtons 
4 of this Kingdom,and of Trade with them: which is fixther dangerous ; 
iN _—_ we {end Goods, they having a new Trade to Forreign parts, we 
ll muſt ſend our Stocks-thither 3 So-that if any loſs happen,it is the-Exgliſh 
| ff -thatundergoe it, © | Bag | Jart ofy ty 

ſh . * Irelands being peopled from England was at firſt a hurt to us,becauſe 
lf It leflened the Conſumption of our Provifions here. But to-prohibit ther 
| Trade with us is ten times. worſe : for, that not only takes off the Con- 
| | = ſumption 
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f they can neither ſpend of the Proviſions nor Manutactrics of this King» 
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ſumption they uſed to make of our ManufaCtarcs, but deftroyes all choſe 
Families in England that uſed to be Imployed for their ſupply : So thac 


** dom as formerly they did. 
| And belidcs theſe Handicraft-men, there arc many Eminent Trades iu 
London, as Mercers, Milliners, Haberdaſhers, bc, ſutter greatly : for, 
3 when Faſhions were out here, they uſed to ſend them into Ireland in re» 
turn for their Cattle, and they went off as new there : tor want of which 
X utterance, many of thoſe Tradeſmen, by reaſon of the oftea changing 
7 of Faſhions amougſ(t us, have been, and are daily undone. 
There is one other high Inconveniency like to tall upon England by 
2 this Prohibition, which hath put Irelandiupon Induſtry : For fome part 
* of Ireland lying nearer to France, Ttaly, and Spain than Exgland doth ; 
” and {6 the Iriſh having, Salt from France, and Cask, and Mens Labouy, 
* and all Tackle for Fiſhing being cheaper there than we have here , do 
} ſet up the Fiſhing Trade there, from whence they nced but one Wind 
> to carry them to their Markets; and they catch the Fiſh ſ1x wecks be- 
7 fore they come into England. If fo, then what hinders bat that they 
2 may cure them, and ſupply Foretgn Markets fooner and cheaper thau 
we can ? which in time will deſtroy the Fiſheries of this Kingdom. 
* Not but that Ireland ſhould have its proper Advantages, and may, if 
- they pleaſe; there being many additional ManufaCtures that both they 
and we want, to which the nature of that Soyl, and the inclination of 
: the People, gives encontagement 3 particularly that of Linnen, che 
2 greateſt part of the Countrey being Turf-Land, and naturally proper 
* tor Hemp and Flax 3 and being employed to that uſe, (with due regu- 
> lations) thoſe Commoditics may be had cheaper there,and from thence, 
than from any other part of the World ; which would be a great en- 
> couragement to the ſetting up of the ManufaQtures thereof. - It muſt 
* neceſſarily be cheaper, becauſe Land is far cheaper there, than in thoſe 
Z Parts from whence we have our Hemp and Flax : and what we fetch, 
Z comes charged with great Freight and Cuſtoms : Which might be ſaved 
if the Commodity were fetcht from Ireland. What then would there 
be wanting, but a method to manufaQture this Commodity cheaper ? 
Which done, that place may ſupply, not only Exgland, but all Exrope 
with Linnen-Cloth, at cafier rates than now they pay for the ſame. 
And if ſo, what hinders but that they may ingrolſs the whole Linnen- 
Tradc,and quickly grow rich ? And that they may manutaQture cheaper 
there, conſider, that in this part of the World there cannot be found a 
place where people may live cheaper, have Lands at calicr Rates tha 
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in Irclair4; (o then conſcquently.ne place in the World where people 


1H'h work for leſs than there. If then the Commodity to be wrought,aud the 


working of that Commodity be.cheaper.in. Trelaxd..than..in any other 
Part, the Manufacturics, when wrought, may be. ſold from thence 
cheaper than (rom any other part 3 and this would bring Trade thither, 
take away no m.orc of the Stock of this Nation. than is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the ſupply of our Neceflities. And it would be a great advan- 


we neceſſarily want, and are enforced to depend upon Foreigners for. 
In ſhort, the Prohibition of Ir3-\.Cattcl, puts them on a, neceſſity, 
(for ſomething they. muſt do with. their Cattel, and the produ& of 
their Lauds,. or be utterly deſtroyed) that neceſſity forceth them to In- 
dultry 3. which Induftry, if uot determined with us, but continued or 
| encouraged with Forcigners, the more induſtrious they are, the more 


| rage to the Kingdom to be.furnithed with that within our {clves which 
| 
[ 
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pernicious it will be to Exgland in all its concerns. For, if the Triſh, 
by reaſon of their Religion, and the ſcnfe of our conquering them, 
have (as-ſame affirm, and IL and al Engliſh-men have good reaſon to 
believe) a natural antipathy againſt us Engliſh-men, and as natural an 
Aﬀe@ion and'Sympathy to and with Foreigners, who are of their own 
Perſwaſien and Religion And if Nations grow Intimate, eſpouſe Th- 
terclt, and. mix by Trade and Commerce, it is humbly ſubmitted, whe- 
ther for. the ſecurity of England, both in its Govermnent and Trade, 
it be not adviſcable to aunex Ireland as a Province to England, as our 
Hands abroad are annexcd, whereby his Mazcfties Revenue of Cuſtoms 
would be advanced at lcalt 80000 1. per annum, which would help to 
pay the Publick Debts, and do a publick good to the Nation ? | 
Concerning the Importation of Ieſftphalia-Hams, I have onely 
this to ſay, That though Prohibited , yet they are Imported, the 
King loſeth the Cyſtom of them. which formerly he had, the Mer- 
chants buy .them far cheaper .beyond Seas than cver they did , in Eng- 
Ip1d the Subjects pay twice as much as they might have bought them 
far before the Prohibition 3 and not any good is done. to.the Kingdom. 
thereby. | 


— 
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' IV; 'The 


He Sixth thing - propoſed, is, the Prohibition of Brandy, Mum, 
| Coffee, Chocoletta an Tes, and the ſuppreſling Coffe- Houſes. 
= Thele greatly hinder the Conſumption of Barley , Malt and Wheat, 
i the Produtt of cur Land,” and thereby bring down the prices of theſe 
” Grains, conſequently the Rents of Land; to the-ruine of Tenants, 
| who cannot ſell their Corn, when they have itz and of Landlords, 
whoſe Rents Tenants are not able to-pay, beeauſe they have no veut 
- for the Product of their Farms. 

* Thereis (as am- (uponſtrit'Enquiry of the moſt knowing| per- 
” ſons) informed) (o vaſt a quantity of Brandy, Mum, Coffee, Tea'and * 
* Spaniſh Chocoletta, every year imported into England, and conſumed 
2; here, that reckoning the Brandy to be ſold at —_— the Quartern, 
+ and no more (whereas moſt of it by retail is ſold for three pence) the 

- Mum at fix pence a Quart, and the Coffee, Teas, Chocoletta, at the rates 
++ they are uſually ſold for, yet is there expended by- the Subyects yearly - 

- in-theſe drinks above 400000 |. | 

* If theſe Liquors were prohibited, then would there be made'in 
England, with our Wheat, or Malt , ſuch quantities of Brandy, or a 
Spirit equal to it, andof Mum alſo, as would, in all probability, occaſion 
- the Confinnption. of at leaſt-two or three hundred thouſand Quarters - 

- of Wheat and Malt every year mere than now is conſumed ; and that 

*. would raiſe the price of the Commodity,. and/thereby keep up the Rent 

- of Lands, which every year falls tor want of a Conſumption, of the 
Product thereof: And the Prohibition of Brandy would be otherwiſe 
advantageous to the Kingdom, and prevent the deltruQtion of His Ma- 

» gefties Subje&s3 many of whom. have been kilFd by drinking thereof, 
” it not agreemg with their Conſtitutions, '. How ! many inſtances have - 
| we had yearly of mens dying ſuddenly, after drinking ef Brandy ! 
* How many after over-drinking themſelves with this Liquour, have lain 

| languiſhing till chey have dyed-thereot! Before Brandy (which is now 
become ;commmon, and {old in every little Alchouſe) came over into - 
 Erglandin ſuch quantics as mow it doth , we drank goed Strong Beer 
þ and Alc 3 and all Jaborious people (which are- the far greateſt part of 


| the Kinydom) their. bodies requiring, after hard labour, ſome ſtrong 
* rink. to xcfreſh;, them, did theretore every morning and evening uſe to - 
j drink | 
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Fl! GUrinka pot of Ale, or a flagon. of ſtrong Beer: which greatly pro- 
| moted the Conſumption of our own Grain, and did them no great 
WO | prejudice it hindre! not their work, neither did it take away their 
|: | ſenſes, nor colt them much money. But now this ſort of people, _— 
wk Brandy is become (0 common, and fold in every little houlc (a {mail 
'| | quantitycoſting themthree pence) do ſometimes ſpend their days wages 
|, Un this wrt of Liquor, before they get home in anevening, and thereby 
| impoverich their Famailiess and not only ſo,' but: frequently by their 
|} drinking cocxch, they are bercft of theirſeuſes tor twoor three days 

#4 | together, ſothat they caunot work. 37 ; 
io 8. In ſhort, Brandy burns the hearts of His Majcſties Subjects out 3 un 
+1 few yearsit hath been the deſtruction and death of ſome thouſands, 
| who if they! had -kept:to Beer and'Ale; might have reccived better re- 
| trcſhment therefrom,” and now been living;te have ſerved the King aud 
their Countrey, and might have help'd 0 conſume the Manufactures 
and Proviſions of the Kingdom. Aud if-{a, then what reaſog can any 
wan give for the Importation thereof ? For my own part I declare, I 
know of none, unleſs it he, becauſe jt pays # great Cuſtom pr Exciſe 
to the King;: And; as t9.that, 1 anſwer and affirm , That if Brandy be 
prohibited , the Exciſe of the Beer and Ale that would be then con- 
larged, ano than is now, will more than anſwer the duty of Brandy 
that the King hall lofe-by ſuch Prohibition as is defired (admitting that 
all the Braxdy imposted paid theduty impoſed, when as not one half 
thereof 15 paid for, the ſame: being ſol; nfomuch, that when * the 
daty'to the King was four thillings; ger Gallon, Brandy was fold for 
three ſhillings, which was twelve pence lefs than the Kings Duty:) But 
admitting that it Brandy ſhould be prohibited, the additional Exciſe 
of Alc vo. Beer would not anſwer the Kings loſe he ſhall ſuſtain therc- 
by 3 and taking it for granted, that our Engliſh Qonſtitutions are now 
fo accuſtomdd to Bratdy, that it is become abſolutely :necHlary for them 
to uſe the. farne,. or: ſome Liquor like it : If it +be fo, then from our 
Malt and Wheat may be extratted a Spirit equally as good, if not for 
our Conſtitutions ' much better 'than Brandy : And then laying a (mall 
duty (as a penny a Gallon) upon low Wines, will more: than. an(wer 
what the additional Exciſe ſhall fall horc of to the King, yea,:and very 
much exceed what he ſhall loſe by the Prohibition 'defired. : And inas 
much a5 nothing is {o much wanting in England as people; Theretore 
all means poſlible, in point of Prudence and Policy, ought to be ufed 
to preſerve the lives and healchs of thoſe we have : But the Importing 
ot Brandy hath deſtroyed many, is like to deſtroy more 3 ergo, it ought 
to 
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to be prohibited. And the rathes, iu regard that Braxdy comes from 
France 3 and whatever we unport from France, ready mouey is paid for 
the ſame, or for the greateft part thereof : For although we impole but 
between Four and Ten pound per cent. upon any of the Manufacturies 
or Commodities of the growth of Fr.uzce, cxcept the duty upon Wine 
and Brandy yet the French King cicher probibites the Lmpostation of 
the ManutaQtures of Exgland into his Dorainions,” or the-{alling, them 
there, unlefs they be feated,for which Seal, a great duty 1s paid, or clc 
he burns them it they are imported,and (old without fuch Seal/as he did 
the Silk Stockings.) or impoleth upon the Importation thereot, a duty of 
30, 40, or 50 1. per cent. which is double as muchas was wnpoled, till 
within theſe few years lalt paſt 3 and is in effect a Prohibition: For, when 
we do Tranffort any thing thither of our Growth or Manutacturies,the 
French, by reaſon of the high duty impoſed upon them, underſcl us 3 
whereby we are neceſitated to keep our goods till ſpoiled, or brivg 
them back. And if fo, then plain it is, that whatſoever we have trom 
Fragxce, ready money goes for the fame : So that by a. moderate: coms+ 
putations they have at Icaft 400000 L per ammne 10 money from us 3 
which js a vaſt prejudice to England, and a great enriching tv. Fram; 
who impoſe upon us, not only vaſt propoxtions of their Brandy 2 
Wines, but allo of their Silks, Stafls, Ribbons, Laces, Points, anc 
; divers other things, whereby ous Manutacurers in Exglard are ruined, 
and the Treaſure of the Nation exhauſted, I know it will be faid, 


chat we lay far: greatex Impatitions upon; their Wines and Brandy, 
than they de. upon, any of) our Manufactures, and it & true, that we 
doſo. But conlider, that whatever duty we lay upon Wines, is laid' 
upon the King, of Englands own Subjects, they pay it, and fuch duty 
doth not hinder the Importagion thereof. 'tor more cames in now then 
ever there did, whey the duty-was not: half: © high, and the French 
force the Engliſh, to pay '\mere for their Wines: than ever. thiey paid 
before, But-the Impolitions laid;by the King of France upon our Ma» 
nufactures, have _ us from ſending any thing conſiderable thither, 
I whereas before ſuch duties impoſed, we ſent great quantities : So that 
3 in a few years, it not prevented, the very Commerce with France is 
t; like to deſtroy England. As for Brunſwick, Mum, I am ſure we brew 
as ſtrong in —_— as they do there, and yet afford to (ell it for half 
the price they ſell theirs for 3 therefore there is no neceſſity of the Im- 
portation thereof, to ſupply any defect we have here, conſequently, *tis 
not fit to be encouraged, becauſe it hinders the Conſumption of the 
Grain of this Kingdom. 

And 
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' And for Coffee, Tea and <6 , I know no good they'do 3 
only the places where they arc ſold are convenient for perſons to meet 
in, fit half a day, and diſcourſe with all Companies that come in, -of 
State-matters, talking.of news, and broaching of lyes, arraigning the 
judgements and difcretions of their Governors , cenſuring all their 
Councels, and inſinuating into the people a prejudice againſt them ex- 
tolling and-magnifying their own parts, knowledge and wiſdom, and 
decrying "that of their. Rulers which , if ſuffered too long , may 
prove pernicious and deſtruQtive. But ſay there were nothing of this in 
the caſc;yet have theſe Coffee Houſes done great miſchiets to the Nation, 
undone many of the oy Subjects for they being very great Ene- 
mies to Diligence and Induſtry, have been the ruine of many ferious 
and hopeful young Gentlemen and Tradeſmen, who before they fre- 
quented theſe places, were diligent Students or Shopkeepers, extra- 
ordinary husbands of their time, as well as money : but fince theſe 
Houſes havebeen ſet up, under pretence of good husbandry, to avoid 
ſpending above one peny or two pence at a time, have got to theſe Coffee 
Houſes z where meeting Friends , they have fate talking three or four 
hours, after which a Frelh acquaintance appearing (and fo one after an- 
other all day long) hath begotten freſh diſcourſe 3 So that frequent- 
y they have ſtaid tive or fix hours together in one of them : All which 
me their Studies or Shops have been negle&ed, their Bulineſs left un- 
done, their Servants been truſted, and an opportunity given them 
thereby to be idle and deceitful; the taking of money in many of theſe 
mens ſhops hath been hindred, and their Cuſtomers gone away di(- 
pleaſed : How many by theſe means have received great loſſes and diſ- 
advantages in their Trade! and by accaltoming themſelves to theſe 
houſes, have made it ſo habitual to them, that they cannot forbear 
them, thongh, together with their Familes', they are ruined thereby. 
Theſe Houſes being very many of them profeſſed Bawdy Houſes, more 
expenſive than other houſes, are become ſcandalous for a man to be ſeert 
in them ; which Gentlemen not knowing, do frequently fall into them 
by chance, and fo their Reputation is drawn into queſtion thereby. 


VII, The 


He Seventh Propoſal, That the multitude of  $t2ge- Coaches and 

' | Caravans, now travelling upon the Roads, may all, or moſt of 
them, be ſapprefled ; eſpecially theſe within 40, 50, or 60 Miles ot 
London, where they are no way neceſſary. And that a due Regulation 
be made of ſuch as ſhall be thought fit to be continued, 

. Theſe Coaches and: Caravans are one of the greateſt miſchicts that 
hath hapned of late years to the Kingdom, miſchievous to the Publick, 
deſtructive to Trade, and prejudicial co Lands. 

Firſt ; By deſtroying the Breed of goodHorſes,. the Strength of the 
Nation, and making Men careleſs of attaining to good-Horſemanthip, a 
thing ſo uſeful and commendable in a Gentleman. 

Secondly , By hindring the Breed of Watermen, who are the Nurſe+ 
ry for Seamen, and they the Bulwark of the Kingdom. | 

Thirdly; By leffening of his Majeſties Revenues: 

For the firſt of -thele; Srage*Coaches prevent: the breed of good 
Horſes, deſtroy thoſe that are bred, and effeminate his Majeſties Sub- 
jeas, who having uſed themſelves to travel in them, have neither at- 
tained skill themſelves, nor bred up their Children to good Horſeman= 
ſhip, whereby they are rendred uncapable of ſerving their Countrey on 
Horſeback, if occaſion ſhould'require and call for the ſame 3 for, herc- 
by they become weary and liſtleſs when chey ride a few miles, and-un- 
willing to get on Horſeback 3 not able to endure Froſt, Snow, or Rain, 
or to lodg in the Fields3 and what reaſon, fave only their uſing them 
ſelves ſo tenderly, and their riding in theſe Stage-Coather, can be given 
for this their inability ? | 

What encouragement - hath any Man to breed Horſes whilſt theſe 
Coaches are-continued ? There is ſuch a lazy habit of body upon Men, 
that they, to indulge themſclves, ſave their fhne Cloaths, and keep 

themſelves clean and dry, will ride lolling in one-of them, and endure. 
all the Inconveniences of that manner of travelling rather than ride on 
Horſeback : So that if any Man ſhould continue his Breed, he muft be 
one that is a great lover of them, and reſolve to keep and pleaſe his 
own fancy with them 3' otherwiſe moſt certainly he (as moſt Breeders 
already have done) will give over his breeding. 


There-is not the fourth part of Saddle-Horſes, cither bred or kept 
K . now 
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now in England, that was before theſe Coaches were ſet up, and would 
be again if they were ſuppreſt . Nor is there any occaſion for breeding 
or keeping ſuch Horſes, whilſt the Coaches are continued. 

For, will any Man keep a Horſe for himſelf, and another for his 
Man, all the year, for to ride one or two Journeys, that at pleaſure, 
when he hath occaſion, canſlip to any ptace where his buſineſs lies, for 
two, three, or four ſhillings, if within twenty miles of Loudon,and (o 

roportionably into any part of England. No, there is no Man, un- 
[eG ſome Noble Soul, that ſcorns and abhors being conhned to ſo igno- 
ble,baſe,and a ſordid way of travelling,as theſe Coaches oblige him un- 
[ to, aud who prefers a publick Good btfore his own eaſe and advantage, 
I that will breed or keep ſuch Horſes. Neither are there near {o many 
[| Coach- Horles either bred or kept in Exgland now, as there were Sad- 
dle-Horſcs formerly, there being no octafion for them, the Kingdom 
being ſupplyed with a far leſs number. For, formerly, every Man 
that had occaſion to travel many Journeys yearly, or <o ride up and 
down, kept Horſcs tor himfelf 'and Servants, and ſeldom rid without 
one or two Men 3 But now ſince every Man can ;have a paſſage into 


rravel without Servants; And Jork, Cheſter, and Exeter Stage- 
Coaches, each of them with forty Horſes a piece, carry cighteen Paſ- 
ſengers a week from London to either of theke places 3 and jn like man- 
ner as many in return from theſe places to London 3 which comes in 
the whole to 1872 in the year. Now take it for yom_g That all that 
are carried from London to thoſe places, are the fame that are broaghe 
back, yet wre there 956 Paſſengers carried by forty Horſes; whereas 
were it riot for rhefe Coxchics, at leaft 5oo Horſes would be required to 
perform'this Work. Take'the ſhort Stapes wichin twenty or thirty 
miles of London, cach Coach with four Horſes carries fix Paſſengers a 
day, which are 3$in a week, 1872 a year 3 If theſe Coaches were ſap- 
preft, can any Man imaginettefe 1872 Paſſengers and their Servants 
could be carried by four Horſes? Then reckon your Coaches within 
een miles of London, that go backward aud forward every day,and they 
carry double the number every year 3 and fo proportionably your 
ſorter Stages within three, four, or five miles of :Loydor. 

There are Stage-Coachcs'that go to almoſt every Town within 20 
or 25 miflcs of Loxdoy, wherein Pafſengers are carricd at ſo low Rates, 
that moſt perſons in and abont London, and in Middleſex, Eſſex, Kem, 
and Sirry, Gentlemen, Merchants, and other Traders that have occa- 
fion 


every place he is to travel unto, or to ſome place 'within a few miles of 
that part he deſigns to go unto, They have left keeping of Horſes, 911d 
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ſion to ride do make uſe of 3 RE, A keep Fairs and Markets 3 others 
to viſit Friends, and to, and from their Countrey-houſes, or aboue 
other buſineſs, who before theſe Coaches did ſetup, kept a Horſe or 
two of their own, but now have given over keeping the fame ; fo that 
by computation there are not ſo many by ten thouſand Horſes kept now 
in theſe Parts, as there were before Stage-Coachcs ſet up : By which 
means breeding of good Pad-Nags is diſcouraged, and Coach-Horſs 
that are bred, by cruclty and ill uſage of Stagers are deſtroyed. 
21y, Thoſe Coaches hinder the breeding of Water-men, and much 
diſcourage thoſe that are bred 3 for there being Stage-Coaches- Tet up 
untoevery little Town upon the River of Thames, on both ſides the 
Water, trom London as high as Windſor and Maidenhead, &c. And (6 
from Londow-Bridg to and below Graver-exd, and allo to every little 
Town within a mile or two of the Water-fide. Theſe are they who 
carry all the Letters, little Bundles, and Paſſengers, which before they 
ſet up, were carried by Water, and kept Water-men in a full Employ, 
and occaſioned their increaſe, (whereot there never was more need th 
now); And yet by theſe Coaches, they of all others are moſt diſcouras 
gcd and dezected, cfpecally our Weſtern and below-Bridg Water-men 
they havieg hide or nothing to do, ſometimes not a Fare ina weck 
ſo that they' dare not take Apprentices, the Work they have not an- 
twering the charge they are at in _—_— themſelves and Families. The 
conſequence whereof is like to prove fad in a ſhort time, uulels ſpeedi- 
ly prevented, eſpecially it theſe Wars continue, and we happen to loſe 
ſo many yearly of thoſe that are bred, as of late years we bave done. 
But if theſe Coaches were down, Water-men as formerly would have 
Work, and be encouraged to take Apprentices, whereby their number 
would every year greatly encreaſe. 
3ly, It prejudiceth his Majeſty in his Revenue of Exciſe : For now 
four or hve travel in a Ccach together, and twenty or thirty in a Cara- 
van, Gentlemen and Ladics, without any Servants, conſume little 
Drink on the Road, yet pay as much at every Inn, as if their Servants 
were with them, which is the Tapſters gain, and his Majeſties loſs : 
But if Travellers would, as formerly they did, Travel on Horſeback, 
then no Perſons of Quality would ride without their Servants : And ic 
is they that occaſion the Conſumption of Beer and Ale on the Roads, 
and {o would advance his Maijeſties Revenue. I know it will be Ob- 
jected, There are as many People now as will be when Coaches arc 
down, and they drink where ever they are 3 Therefore no matter whe- 
ther they drink at Home or on the Road, fince th: Conſumprion will 
E. 2 he 


= | $G \ 


 - ——  ——— A o_— > —_ 
A Pu $.AS 
» * « 
——_—_ . | - 


(#3) 

be the ſame 3 how can the Kings Revenue then be advanced by Servants 
travelling with their Malicrs or Miſireſſes, moxe than it is already ? The 
anſwer is plainzat home they.drink ſimallor ſtrong drink brewed by their 
Maſters that pay no Exciſe , but whatever they drmk-at Inns pays tho 
Kings dutics : 'And all Inn-keepers do declare, that they ſell-not half cho 
drink,nor.pay the King 4 the Exciſe they did-before theſe coaches let ups 

2ly, Thcte Coaches and Carayaus are dettruQtive to the Trade and 
Manufactorics, of the Kingdom, have. impoveriſhed and ruined many 
thouſands of Familics, whoſe ſublilence depended upon the Manufactu- 


| xing of Wool and Leathcr, two of-the Staple-Commoditics of the 


Kingdom : For,. bcfare theſe Coaches were ſet up, Travellers rode on 
Horlchack, and mcn had Boats,Spurs,Saddles, Bridles, Sadle-clothes, and 
good riding, Sui:s, Caats and Cloaks, Stockings and Hats 3 whercby the 
Vool and Leather of the Kingdom was conſumed, and the poor people 
{ct at work by Carding, Combings. Spinning , Knitting, Weaving, 
Fulling : And your Cloth: Workers, Drapers, Taylors, Saddlers, Tanners; 
Currjers, Shoemakers, Spurriers, Lorayners, Felt-makers, had a good im-. 
ploy, were full ot work, got money, lived handſomely , and help'd 
with their Familics to Conſume the Provitions and Manufactures of. 
the Kingdoms * But by means of theſe.Coaches, theſe .Trades, ' bclides 
many others. depending, upon them, .are becomealmeſt» ulgleſ514 and 
they, with their Families, rcduced.to great neceſlicy z infomuch , that 
many thouſands.ot them are caſt upon the Pariſhes wherein they dwell, 
tor a Maintenance. Belides, it isa great hurt to the Girdlers, Sword-: 
Cutlers, Gunſmitbs and Truuk;zmakers ; molt Gentlemen , before: they: 
travelled in their Coachcs, uling ta ride with Swords, Belts, Piſtols; 
Hollters, .Portmantucs and Hat-caſecs, which in theſe Coaches they have 
little or no occaſion for : For, when they rode on Horſeback, they rode. 
10 one Suit, carricd another to wear when they came totheir journeys 
end, or lay by the way : But in Coaches, a Silk-Suit, and an Indian: 
Gown, with a Saſh, Silk-Stockings , Beaver-Hats-men ride in, and 
carry no other with them, becauſe they eſcapethe wet and dirt, which: 
on Horſe-back-they cannot avoid 3 whereas in two or three journeys on- 
Horſeback, theſe closths and hats were wont to be ſpoiled : "Which: 
done, they were forced to have new very often; and thatencreaſed the 
Conſumption.of the Manufactures, and the imployment - of the. Ma-: 
nufaCturers, .which travclling in Coaches 'doth no way do. And if 
they were women, that travcllcd,. they uſed to have Safeguards, and. 
Hoods ,Side-(addlcs and Pillions, with Strappins, Saddle or Pillion-cloths, 
which (for the moſt . part) were cither , laced or. unbroydered 3 to the. 
making 
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making of which there went many ſeveral Trades, ſecing there is not 
one Hide-Saddle with the furniture made, but before it be turniſhed, 
there are at leaſt thirty ſeveral Trades have a ſhare in the making there- 
of, moſt of which are either deſtroyed, or greatly prejudiced by the 
Abatement of their Trade: Which being bred unto, and having 
ſerved (even years AIP to learn, they know not what other 
courle to take for a Livelyhood. And belides all theſe Interior Handy» 
Craftſmen, there are the Mercers, Silkmen, Lace-Men, Milliners, Linzen 
and Woollen Drapers, Haberdaſherr, and divers other Eminent Trades, 
that reccive great prejudice by this way of Travelling : For the Mer- 
ccrs-ſold Silk and Stuff in great quantities-td Safeguards, Hoods, and 
Riding Clothes for. women 3 - by which means the Silk-Twijters 5 
IVinders , Throſeters , Weavers and Dyers, had a fuller Imployment, 
the Silk-men fold. mere Lace and {Imbroidery, which kept the Silver+ + 
Wyre-Drawers, Lace-makers and Imbroyderers. Aud at lcalt ten Trades 
more were imploycd : The Linnen-Draper fold more Linnen, not only- 
to Sadlers to make up Sadles, but to Travellers for their own uſe, nc 
thing wearing out Linnen more than _— IW-oollen- Drapers (old mor 
Cloth than now 3 Sadlers uſcd betore-thele Coaches were (ct up, to 
buy ,3. or 409. /. worth of Cloth apiece in a year, nay ſome 
Five hundred anda T houſand pounds wosth, which they cut out into- - 
Saddlcs and Pillion-Cloths 3 though now there is no--Sadler can diſpoſe 
of . One hundred pounds worth of Cloth in a year in his Trade. The 
Milliners and Haberdaſhers , they alſo ſold mvre Ribbons, Gloves,: 
Hdods, Scarfs, and other things belonging to their Trade 3 the dull, 
dirt and rain, and riding on Horlc-back, Boiling and wearing them- 
out, much more than travelling.in a Coach : And on Horſeback theſe 
things were apter to be loſt than in a Coach. . 
Trade is a great Myſteric, and one Trade depends upon another : 
Were it not too tedious, I could ſhew you how many ſeveral Trades 
there are that goto the making of every one of the things afoxementi- 
oned, and demonſtrate, that there is {carcely a Trade in England, but. 
what is one way or-.other concerned and prejudiced by theſe Stage-: 
Coaches, eſpecially the Countrey-Trade all over Exgland : For, paſlage 
to London being ſo cafie, Gentlemen come to London oftner than they. 
need, and theis ,Ladies either with them, or having, the conveniencics 
of theſe Coaches, quickly follow them. .And when they arethere, they 
muſt be in the Mods, have all the. new Faſhions, buy all their Cloaths 
there, and go to Plays, Balls and Treats, where they get ſuch a habit 
of Jollity, and a love to Gayety and Pleaſure, that nothing afterwards. » 
mn 
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'In the Countrey will ſerve them, if ever they ſhould fix their minds to 
live there again : But they muſt have all from London, whatever it Foſts, 
And there is one grand miſchict happens to th: Countrey thereby ; 
for Gentlemen drain the Countrey of all the money they can get, bring 
it to Lo#dox, and ſpend it there: Whereas if they ſtayed at home, 
bought their Cloaths and other Commodities, of their Neighbours , 
money would be kept circulating amongſt themz and Chapmen that 
have (crved Apprenticeſhips, and ſet up near them, would have 
a good Trade, pay their Rents, and live handſomely , the Trade be- 
twixt them and the City of London would be renewed, Countrey La- 
dies would be as well pleaſed (provided they be kept from:Loydoy) as 
if they had all the rich Clothes, Modes and Faſhions, 'vainly and ex- 
travagantly invented and worn in the City, affoon as they have them 
there 3 and Gentlemen would not only ſave the money they ſpend in 
Journeys to buy Cloaths, but have as good as need ty be worn in the 
Countrey, 8t eaſter rates than they mult pay at-Londox, if they buy 
when the Faſhion comes f(t up. 
31ly. Theſe Coarhes and Caravans, hinders 'the Conſumption of all 
ſort of Proviſions for Man and Beaſt, thereby bringing down the Rents 
of Lands. For inltance, a Coach with four Horſes carrics ſix Paſſen- 
gers, a Caravan with four or five Horſes, carries twenty or five and 
twenty : Theſe, when they come to their Inn, club together for a Diſh 
or two of Meat, and having no Servants with them, ſpend not above 
twelve pence, or {1xteen pence apiece at a place 3 yet perhaps foul four, 
hve or (1x pair of ſheets. Horſes they have none, but what draw them 
and for thoſe, the Coach-men agree with the Innkeeper before hand, to 
have their Hay and Oats at ſo Jow a rate, that he loſeth by them, and 
is forced to beat down the price of them in the Market, yet muſt let the 
Coachman have them for what he pleaſethz otherwiſe he carries his Pa(- 
ſengers to other Inns:by which means the Inholders get little or nothing, 
cannot pay their Rent, nor hold their Inns, without great Abatementsz 
Two third parts of what they formerly paid, is in ſome places abated. 
Upon ſuch accounts as theſe, Innholders where theſe Coaches do come, 
are undone : And it fo, ſince moſt Travellers travel in Coaches, what 
muſt become of all the reſt of the Inns on the Roads where theſe Coaches 
{tay not ? Believeit, they are a conliderable number, take all the grand 
Roads in England , 2s, York, Exeter, Cheſter, 8&c, There are about 500 
Inns on eech Road, and theſe Coaches do not call at fifteen or ſixteen 
of them 3 then what can tollow, but that the reſt be undone, and their 


Landlords loſe their Rents ? 
But 
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Dne were theſe Coaches and ——_— down, and travelling on Horſe- 
back again come into faſhion, firlt, every Paſſenger that now travels in 
Coach, would have oac Horle at leaſt 3 many of them, onc, two or 
three Servants with them, who now ride ſneaking without any At- 
tendants at all z whereby, in all probability, according to moderate 
Computation, there would be at leaſt forty or fifty horſes upon the 
Road, inſtcad of nine or ten that draw the Coach and Caravan. 
21y. Theſe Travellers would diſperſe themſelves into the ſeveral Inns. 
upon the Road, each man where he could hind the belt Entertainment z 
whereby Trade would be diffuſed, Innholders be enabled to pay their 
Rents, and encouraged to provide accommodations fit for the reception 
of Gentlemen. | 
3- Moſt Horſes go to graſs im the Summer time, which would raiſe 
the Rents of Paſture-Lands about Citics and Corporations, and other 
Towns upon the Roads, above what formerly they were z which of 
late years, by means of thoſe Coaches, have fallen halt in half, ever 
in Middleſex, and other places adjoyning to Lond it (elf: And n 
other reaſon for it can be given but this, That Citizens and Gentlemen 
about the City, do not keep Horſes as formerly they did.; Neither doth 
there now come a fixth part of the Horles to London that uſed to do z 
but if Stage Coaches be ſuppreſt, there will be a neceſſity for men to 
apply chemſclves to the breeding, keeping and uſing Horfes as former- 
ly they did 3- and 4t will neceſſarily occation the Conſumption of five 
times the quantity. of Hay, Straw and Horle.Corn that now is con» 
famed ; whereby Farmers will have a vent for their Commodities, and: 
be enabled to pay their Rents 3 for, not only will there then 'be four 
times the humber of Horſes travelling upon the Roads as there are now, 
but in the City of Londox, and all che great Towns in England, there 
would-be great numbers of good Horfes kept by Gentletmen, Merchants 
and Tradeſmen for their own uſes z 'and by others alſo, to let out to 
hire to fuch as ſhall have occalrongto tide, and keep not Horſes of: 
their own. 

It is very obſerveable, that before thcfe Coaches were ſet up, what 
with the Horſes kept -by Merchants, and other Tradeſmen, and Gen- 
tlemen in or-near London, and the Tyavellers-Horſes that came to Lox« 
don, That'City fpent all the Hay, Syraw, Beans, Peaſe, and Outs, that 
could be fpared within twenty or thirty nules thereof 3 And for a fur- 
ther ſupply, had vaſt quantities from !Henly, and other Weſtern/parts, 
and from below Grav:5-end by Water 3 belides many Ships Lading of 
Beaus from lull, 20d of 'Oats from Lynn and Bgfton; and then Oats, 


and 
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- and Hay, and other Horſe-Mcat, Ltd bear a good price in that Mar- 
; ket, which was the Standard for all the Markets in England 3 Bnt now, 
+ fince theſe Coaches ſet up, eſpecially in ſuch multitudes, and thoſe fo 
nigh London; London cannot conſume what grows within twenty miles 
of it. - Butif they were down, the Conſumption in London would 
.quickly be as great as ever, and that would raiſe the price of the Com- 
; moditics, advance the price of Lands, aud cauſe Rents to be well paid 
-again 3 Not only would every Traveller that now rides in a Coach, 
. travel on Horſeback, if Coaches were down, and ſome of them with 
two or three Servants, and ſo occaſion a greater Conſumption of ' the 
Proviſions for Cattel : But further every of thele ſeveral Travellers, 
who before clubbed together for a Diſh or two of Meat, would have 
one, two, or three Diſhes of Meat for himſelf and his Servants 3 which 
would occaſion the Conſumption of ſix times as much Beet, Veal, Mut- 
ton, Lamb, and all ſorts of Fiſh, Fowl, Poultry, and other Provift- 
ons, as is now conſumed on the Roads: And ſuch Conſumption-would 
Taiſe the price of Lands, and cauſe better payment of Rents 3 elpect- 
ally if it be conſidered, That not only will the Conſumption be in- 
creaſed by thoſe that travel the Roads;but ten-times more would be ſpent 
by thoſe who would be imployed in the making thoſe things that Tra- 
vellers muſt have when they ride 3 who, if they have work,and can earn 
Money, will Eat and Drink of the beſt, ag formerly they did, when 
ſeveral Handicraft Tradefmen in London kept 20,30, or 40 Journeymen 
at work,ſpent a quarter of Beef, and a Carcaſs oft Mutton in a week in 
their Houſes 3 who ſince theſe Coaches ſet up, have fallen to a couple of 
Apprentices;and though as eminent of their Trade as any about Loxdox, 
yet can hardly earn Bread to put into their heads. Tt it be ſo then, that 
Running Stage-Coaches and Caravans are fo injurious to the Publick, 
deſtructive to Trade, and the occaſion of the fall of Rents, it would 
be worth time to conſider what is in them worthy of their being coun- 
tenanced and defired ; And whether the Inconveniencies be not much 
greater than the Conveniencies men receive by them. If this way of 
travelling were the way that of all wayecs appeared moſt beneficial, leaſt 
expenſive, conducing to Health, advantagious to men in their buſineſs, 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſome, uſeful to others, and impoſed upon none 3 
There were ſome reaſon for mens being in love with them 5 but if the 
contrary be apparent, then what madneſs poſleſſeth men to court their 
Inconveniencics and Miſchicfs ? Let us examine theſe things. 
Men receive not the greateſt benefit by travelling in theſe Coachess 


For can that way be beneficial to any that hinders and deſtroyes Trade, 
prevents 


( 33) 
prevents the Conſumption of the Þ;oviſions and Manufactares of the 
Kingdom, and thereby lowers the Rents of Landlords ? 
For Firſt, Can a Gentleman receive beneht or advantage by ſaving 
l. per Ann. in a journey, when by his manner of travelling he lowers 
vis own Rents three times as much in a year as he faves by his Jour- 
neys, by — that kind of conveyance that hinders the Con- 
ſmption of the products of his own Eſtate, and thereby raakes his Te- 
nants unable to pay their Rents ? 
2ly, Is it to be believed, That a Tradeſman arrives at any proht by 
theſe Coaches, though he ſhould ſave a lictle Money when he rides in 
them, that he mult neceſſarily expend if he travels on Horſeback ? No, 
for this manner of travelling hinders the'Sale of thoſe Commodities they 
deal in 3 of which much more would be conſumed than is, if ſuch 
Coaches were down, and by the Sale whereof they would get much 
more than they ſave by coutming themſelves to travelliug, as atoreſaid 3 
ſo that plainly it is their intereſt to promote that way of travelling, 
that tends to the greateſt Conſumption of the ManufaQturics or Com- 
maditics whercin they deal. 
3ly, The Husbandmen, who live by the ſweat of their Brows, in 
—— Eltates of the Gentry, they are undone by this caſic car- 
riage 3 for it hinders their ſelling their Corn, Hay, and Straw, and 
other the produdts of their Farms, and brings down the price of what 
they fell, thereby rendring them unable to pay their Rents, or to hold 
thcir Farms without conſiderable abatements : which if not given them, 
their Lands are thrown up into the Landlords hands, and little or no 
benefit made by them. 
\ 4ly, The Graſiers, they complain for want of a Vent for their Cattel, 
which they had before theſe Coaches were erected 3 Not that I do ima- 
gine Coaches to be the only reaſon of the want of that Conſumption, 
though it be evident they go far in the promoting that milchict 3 for 
the want of People in England, the loſs of many thouſands from a- 
mongſt us of late years, and the leaving of eating off Suppers by thoſe 
that are lett alive, go a great way therein. But theſe two may be caſily 
remedied 3 The former .« the General AT of Naturalization, and Li- 
berty of Conſcience, propoſed before, which would bring all Foreigners 
in amongſt us; The latter, by mens ſpending lefs in Taverns, Playes, 
ard Balls, and kceping up in licu thereof, the ancient laudable Cu- 
ttomes of England, of good Houſc-kceeping, and thereby relieving the 
Poor. Half the Money that Gentlemen idly ſpend in Taverns upon 
French Wincs, for which. the Coin of the Kingdom is cxhauſtcd, or 
F upon 


ny C44 2 'K 
tpdn Playes, Bills, treat Miltteſſts, he Clothes, Toyes from ante, 
or other Forcigh patts; would defray the ehtrges of having Sup< 
pers every night 3' whereby the product of 6ur own Lands would ' 
conſumed, and that would raife Rents : Nay, I am verily perſwided, 
if it were duly conlidered; and that all men, as formerly, would fall 
ro eating, of Suppers, at leaſt to drefling of ther 3 and when dreſt, if 


they cat not theraſelvcs, would give them to the Poor, the increaſe of 


the Conſumption would raiſc the Rents ot Lands; as muchabove what 


now they do goat (at 1caſt in moſt places of England} as would de- 
fray the charges of thoſe Suppers3 If fo, would it not then be of great 
advantage to Men in their Eftates, and to the Ki dom in general ? 

But to procecd 3 If the Gentlemen, the Tradefmen, the Husband- 
men, the Graſier, be not benetited by this travelling, F.am ſure the 
lac fort of Travellers z To-wit, 

The Poor, they cannot be profited thereby 3 For Waggons, or 
the Long Coaches firſt invented, and Rill in uſe, would be moſt for 
their intereſt to travel in, being, far leſs expenſive than the other; to 
chat theſe Running, Coaches are not moſt beneficial to every ſott of Tras 


yellers. | 


Secondly, Men donot travel in theſe Coaches with leſs expetce of 
Money or Time than on Horſeback : For, on Horſeback they may tra- 
vel faſter 3 and if they pleale (all things duly confidered) with as lit- 
rle, if not leſs charges. ; 

For inſtance, From London to Exeter, Chiſter, or Tork,, you pay 40- 
ſhillings apicce in Stmmer time, 45 ſhillings in Winter for your al= 
frpe 3 ahd as Trach from 'thoſe places back to London : belidcs, in the 
Journey they change Coachmen four times and there ate few Paſſen= 
eers bat gives 12 pence fo each Coachman at the end'of his Stage, 
which comes to 9'fhillings in the Journey backwatd 41d forward, and 
it leaſt 3 ſhillings comes to each Paſſ*ngers ſhate to pay for the Coach- 
mens Drink on the Rotd 3 fo that in Simmer time the Paſſage back= 
ward and forward to aq how theſe places, coſts 4 /. 1x 7. in the Winter 
54. 1 5. and. this only for eightdayes riding, in the. Summer, and 12: 

it the Winter. Then when the Paſſengers come to- Loxdoy, they muſt 
have Lodgings,which perhaps may coſt them five'os fix ſhillings a week 
and that m fourteen dayes amounts unto 10 Or 12 5- which makes the 
41. 11 5. cither5f. 15. 0r5k 3 5. or the5}. 1s. 5l.11g.0r5l. 135. 
befides the inconvenzency of _—_ Meat from the Cooks, -at double 
the price they might have it for in Inns. But if Stage-Coaches were 
down, 
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down,. aud men traveled zgain w Hemerly of Horſeback, ther when 
they came into their Iams they would pay nothing for Lodgings; And 
35 - So would exccllent Horfes be bred and kept by Gentlemen for their 
own uſe,” fo would there be by others that would keep them on purpoſt 
to Lett 3 which would, as formerly, be let at 10 or 12 5. per week, and 
in many places for 6, $, or 9 #. per week : but admitting the loweſt 
price (0 be 12 5. if a Man comes from Tork,, Exeter, or Cheſter, to Loy- 
don, be five dayes a coming, tive dayes going, and ſtay twelve dayes in 
London to diſpatch his buſineſs, (which is the moſt that Countrey Chap- 
men uſually do ſtay) all cthis would be but three weeks 3 fo chat his 
Horſe-hire would come but to 1 }. 16 s- his Horfe-meat at 1 5.24. 2 
day, (one with another) which is the higheſt that can be reckoned up- 
on, and will come but to 1. 58. inall3 & 2 x. fo that there would 
be at leaſt 40 or 50 5. ſaved of what Coach-Hire and Lodgings will coſt 
him3 which would go a great way in paying for ee eas 
Stockings, Hats, Boots, Spurs, and other Accoutrements for riding ; 
and in my poor opinion, would be far better ſpent in the buying of 
thele things, by the making whereof the poor would be ſet at work, 
and kept from being burthenſom to the Pariſh, than to give ic to thoſe 
Stage-Coachmen, to indulge that lazy, idle, habit of Pody, that men, 
by conſtant riding in theſe Coaches, have brought upon themſelves : Be- 
lides, if thus their Money were ſpent, they would fave a great deal, 
whitch now (if Men of any Eſtates) they pay for relief of thoſe poor, 
who, for want of the work they had before thoſe Coaches were (et up, 
and might have again if they were put down, are fallen upon the ſeve- 
ral Pariſhes wherein they live, for maintenance : which charge would 
be quickly taken off if they were reſtored to their work. Thus in pro- 
portion may a Man fave from all longer or ſhorter Stages. For in- 
ltance, from Nort on men pay for paſſage in Coach to Loxdox 
16 5- and ſo much backs from Brifto! 25 5. from Bath 20 s. from Salif- 
leery 20 or 25 x. from Redding 7 r. the hke ſims back, and ſo in pro- 
portion for longer or ſhorter Stages. ' Judge then, whether men thay 
not hire Horfes —_ than 5 7. a day I am ſure they may for half 
the money, eſpecially if Coaches were down, that men might receive 
encour1geament 3 for, . then there would be, as formerly, in all great 
Cities and Towns of Englavd, good 'and ſufficient numbers of able 
Horſes kept to Lett, and ſuch a correſpondency would be between all 
the places, that a Man'in any Town ſhall have a Horſe to ride' to what 
place he pleaſeth, and liberty to leave him when he comes to his Jour- 
neys end, without farther eharge, -till he have diſpatched his buſineſs : 

F 2 which 
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which done, he may at the ſame place hire one to carry him bgck and 
be gone, without waiting a week or ten dayes after his Aﬀairs are end- 
ed, at valt charges, meerly for a paſſage in a Coach 3 as many of-theſe 
Gentlemen are forced to do, who pretend it a point of good Husban- 
diy to travel in them, which hazard nevertheleſs they run, and often 
find the {mart of it : They never conlider or account the charge there- 
of, if they did, they would eaſily perceive, that travelling in Coaches 
is not the way of travelling with leaſt expence. 
Thirdly, Travelling in theſe Coathes can neither prove advantagi- 
ous to mens H-alth or Buſineſs: For, what advantage is it to Man's 
Health, to be called out of their Beds into theſe Coaches, an hour be- 
fore day in the morning, to be hurried in them from place to place 
place, till one hour, two, Or three within night 3 inſomuch that after 
fitting all day in the Summer time ſtifled with heat, and choaked 
with the duſt; or the Winter time ſtarving and treezing with cold, or 
choaked with filthy Fogs, they are often brought into their. Inns by 
Torch-light, when it is too Jate to. fit up to get a Supper 3 and next 
morning they are forced into the Coach ſo early, that they can get no 
Breakfaſt, What addition is this to mens Health or Butineſs, to ride 
all day with ſtrangers, oftentimes (ick, ancient, diſeaſed Perſons, or 
young Children crying z to whoſe humours they are obliged to be ſub- 
je, forced to bear with, and many times are poyſoned with their na= # 
ſty Scents, and criplcd by the crowd of the Boxes and Bundles. 3 
Is it for a Man's Health to travel with tired Jades, to be laid faſt in © 
the foul Waycs, and forced to wade up to the knees in mire; afterwards 
fic in the cold, till Teams of Horſes can be ſent to pull the Coach out ? 
Is it for their health to travel in rotten Coaches, and to have their Tac- 
kle, or Pcarch, or Axletree broken, and then to wait three or four 
hours, ſomctimes half a day to have them mende41 again, and then to 
travcl all night to make good their Stage ? Is it for Mans pleaſure orad- 
vantagious to their Healths and Bulineſs, to travel witha mint. Com- 
pany that he knows not how to converle with; to be affronted by the' 
rudeneſs of a ſurly, dogged, curſing, ill-natured Coachman, neceſſi- 
tated to Lodg or Bait at the worlt Inns on the Road, where there is no 
accommodation tit for Gentlemenz and this meerly becauſe the Owners' 
of the Inns, and. the Coachmen, are agreed together ts cheat the 
Gueſts ? ; | 
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Is it for the advantage of Buſineſs, That a Man, when he ſets out a 
Journey, mult come juſt at their hour, or be left behind : fo that often 
he is forced, when one hours ſtaying would finiſh.his BuGneſs, to go- 

| out 
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out of Town, leave it undone, = make a new Journey about it ? Is 
it for advantage of a Man's Buſineſs, that though he have a Concern 
of great weight or moment to traulact pon the.Road as he goes along, 
yet if it lie but a ſtones-caft out of the Coach-way, the Coachman will 
not drive thither, nor ſtay for him at any place, except the Baiting or 
Lodging-places where he calls, where they change Horſes ; aud there 
ſtay no longer than he pleaſes neither. To be forced, whatever accident 
of tickne(s or illneſs happens,to ride theſe Coachmens Stages, thoughne- 
ver {o late in the night, or cl{cto'be tft in the middle of a Journey ina 
ſtrange place 3 is this for the conveniency or advantage of a Man's 
Healch or Buſineſs ? rather the quite contrary 3 Yet this hath been ma- 
ny Perſons of good Qualities cale, though they have offereg to pay the 
whole Coach-hire, all the. Paſſengers charges, to have put into an Inn 


(late at night on.this fide the ſet-Stage) yet bave they becn denyed, for- 


ced to ride, though iu peril of their lives, till miduight : And it is rot 
hard to inſtance in many that have loſt their lives by fuch uſage. 

All which Inconveniencies, if Stage-Coaches were fuppreit, would 
be remedied, lazy humours be diſcountenanced 3 and a great conveni- 
ency indeed it would be, both to Travellers, and the Countrey through 
which they ride, for Men aud Wemen to travel on Horlcback again. 

For then they may; when their buſineſs is done at one-place, pre- 
ſently take Horſe and go to another, without loſs of time, or ſtaying 
for a paſſage in a Coach, ſet out as early in the morning, and take up 
as ſoon in the cycning, and bait as long, andas often by the way, and 
in what places they pleaſe, make choice of their Company on the Road, 
avoid ſuch as ſuit not with their tempers,: go out of the Roads whey, 
and travel as long orſhort Journeys as they pleaſe, keep out of Cold, 
Wet, or Fogps, and take into Inns, when the weather is not fit to tra- 
vel in, and ſo preſerve their Healths... Aud by .this means great ad» 
vantages .would happen,. for then all Towns, and cyery Inn, would | 
have fomething, to:do,. Trade would be more difluled, many poor Fa- 
milies in the Countrey would be maintained, that now are in a (tarving 
condition 3 Travellers would come into their. Inns beture Candlclighe, 
ſtay in the morning till Shops open, underſtand the Trade of the place 
they are #n,. lay. out monies in buying things they find fit, for their uſe, 
and which arc of the Mavufactures of the Town:where they come 3 in 
ſome places,Silk or Worlted: Hoſe ;- in .others,Lace,Gloves,Stuffs, Boots, 
or Shoes, Ljnnen-Cloath, and other things, which would be great re- 
lief and encouragement to the Manufacturers of thole Commodities, as 
well as to thoſe that buy them, and bring money to thole places where . 
they are made. 4ly, Theſe . 
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- 41y.Theſe Coaches arc not-abſolutely meceſlary to any perſons vr 
ever for ick or aged people, or young children, if they have occaſi- 
on to travel, may ride in the long Waggon-Coaches, which were thoke 
that firtt were ſet up, and are not now oppoſed, becanſe they do little 
or no hurt : For, Gentlemen that are able to ride on horſeback, keep 
Coaches of their own, or tohire a Coach, will not appear fo fordid 
as to travel in them. -And truly, if they be poor people that are to 
travel, it is not fit they ſhould be encouraged in their pride or extrz- 
vagancy, or ſuffered to: ride: amongſt Gentlemen, or like perſons of 
Honor in a: Coach, with four or fix horſes 4 and for ſick and aged 
people, and young children, theſe long Coaches are more convenient 
tor them than rumning Coaches, if they were to be continued up 3 for, 
they travel not ſuch long journeys, go not out (o early in the morning, 
neither come they in (o-late at night 3 but Ray by the way, travel calily, 
without jokiug mens bodies, or hurrying them along, as the running 
Coaches do. | 
5ly.' Neither are theſe running Coaches uſeful to any , for, thoſe that 
are fit to ride, or otight to be ſuffered to ride in them, are ſuch, that if 
they have butine(s requiring a Coach, 'may either keep one themſelves, 
or hirc one. ' £ | a 

61y. But though theſe Coaches are neither abſolutely neceſſary to 
ſome, nor uſeful to others, yet they are impoſed upon many 3 for, ſince 
they (et up in ſuch multitudes, eſpecially about Londox, men careleſs of 
keeping horſes, knowing the certainty of paſſage: in them , have fold 
chem; and miſt therefore, when they' travel, cither ride in theſe Coaches, 
or not at all, there 'being few vr no-Horſes kept now to let out to 
tire,” ' 7? | 

If by what hath been ſaid upon this point, it happen: Gentlemen may 
travel on:horſeback, more to the-advantage and benefit of Trade, and 
to the publick good, with more advantage to their healths and bufi> 
nels,” and' leſs' expence' of monty  and' time'than they: can; in Stage+ 
Sc As | a | 

If theſe Stags-Conchts' be not abſolutely neceſſary to ſome, uſeful 


upon- many, what reaſon'can be given why they ſhould norallor moſt 
of them be ſuppreſt'? Ee EY W's | 
-If they were not deſtruftive to Trade, why ſhould Petitions: from 

- almoſt ll forts of Tradeſmen, come up from moſt Cities and Towns in 
England againſt them, as there hath been lately preſented to His Ma- 


| jefty and the Council ? Why ſhould the Juſtices of Peace at their Oo 
| ra 


to what other Coaches; may be made to others, and yet this impoſed : 
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Countti}, uiittr ther hands (as they hive done). that, the preac Mil-* 
ehi afdtcthefitioned, nider which the Ritpgdotn now ſitfers, have < 
been gteatly occalrontd by theſe Coaches, arid that thany thouſands of 
Fzthities are trined by them, as froth London , Weſtminſter, Salichury, 
ex, and divers other Citics, Counties arid Towns, Certificates 

Have cone? Whiy ſhould the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of 'London, at 
c&ir Court at Girifdhal, ' upon ferious conlideration and _debare of the 
Petition of the ſeveral Cormpanies of Ldon, _ the ſaid Coaches, 
wherein moſt of theſe grievances are mentioned, allow of the ſame, 
and give kkeave that it ſhould be preſented, if they were not convinced, 
that they are deſtruive to Trade? For ſurely hey underſtand Trade, 
and were not fo wezk as to be cheatcd into their conſent and approba- 
tion (neither have they arty time fince feperited of, or diſowned the 
fame) as the Stage-Conchmen in falſe and ſcandalous Pamphlets have 
ſitthed to print 3 notwithſtanding which, they are ready to own the 
aid Petition, and tmnake good the Contents thereot; And the Drapery, 
Hubertafhrrr 211d Mithuers, (who, they pretend, would be prejudiced by 
coy Ur. wag ) art teady, with the gther Tradeſmen mention- 
ed i1\ that PatnpHler, ro rvirice to the World, they arc injured by their 
being kept up 3 & that the very Coathand Harneſs-Makers themſelves 
petition againfi them,as being miſchievous to their Trades, in regard the 
prevent the making of great NultnBers of Coaches every year 3 which 
reſt have been trade, if Getrltrhtn had rravelled in their own Coaches, 
and "omg they hinder che Comifiittption of .gteat quantities of 

Leather. 

If all theſe things be true, what can be faid againſt their being 
ſuppreſt ? TT | 

It is Objected, The Owners of theſe Coaches ſet them up for the conve- 
friency. f the SubjeAs, have betakiu themſelves to this inf way of living, 
and Paid out their whole Stocks, meerly to accommodate Gentlemen, aud have 
;- no other way 10 live, what ſhall become of them, if they be put 

wh ? 

Anſ.It is the cafe bat of very few, that the ſuppreſſing of them would 
hure : for, if all Stape*Coaches were to be ſuppreſt, I dare ſay five for 
one of thoſt that keep them would receive.advantage thereby, as clear- 

will beevinced, it it be conlideted, that when this buſincſs was be- 

re His Majeſtic in Couhicil, where it depends undetermined, none of 
the Stagers oppoſed the beiftig put down, except Exeter , Saliabury, 
Dorcheſter, Briſtol, Southampton, Dover, Norwich, Lincoln, York , Wet- 
cheſter, 


( 40.) : 
- ebeſter, Worceſter and Sbrewsbury » who.call themſclves, Stage-Coachmon 
wpon the grand Roads of England j and, there is'not one Owner of any 
of theſe Coaches, but hath otherways to- live, if he were prohibited 
driving them; for, they are all of them either Innholders, or Coach 
or Harneſs-makers , following thoſe Trades, or Carriers, or licenſed 
Coachmen in London 3 and may live as well as the Hackney Coachmen in 
London ; The other Stage-Coaches, are all or moſt of them kept ci- 
ther by Innholders firſt, who' Cone in a Town) did ſet up a Coach, 
and ſo carried all the Guelts to his own houſe. Then a ſecond ſets up 
another, and ſo a third and fourth in a Town : Which done, they run 
one.againſt another, purpoſely to get the Gueſts from each other houſes; 
whereby they not only deſtroy multitudes of horſes, but are great loſers 
themſelves 3 fo that themſelves would be thaukful to have them put 
down, and yet are forced to keep them up, until there ſhall bea general 
ſuppreſſion,becauſe otherwiſe they ſhall loſe their whole Trades. Or eltc 
the ſaid Stage-Coaches are kept by ſuch, as . before the late At for re- 
ducing the number of Hackney Coaches in Loxdox to 400, were Owners 
of Coaches, and drove Hackney there :. But when the number of 400 
was full, and they not licenſed, then to avoid the penaltics of the At, 
they removed out of the City, diſperſing themſelves into every, little 
Town within twenty miles of Loxdon, where they ſet up for Stagers, 
and Drive every Day to London, and in the night time they Five 
about the City, pay no 5 l. per anwem, yet take away both the Town 
and Couritry work from thoſe that do pay it, and break and annoy the 
fireets inthe Cities and Suburbs thereof , hinder the 400 from the 
Jobs and (mill Journeys they depended upon, when they agreed to pay 
5 l. a peice per annum for their Licences 3 whereby they are many of 
them rained. But take it for granted it were fo, that theſe Stage» 
Coachmen had laid out al] their Stocks for the uſe atoreſaid, and muſt 
be undone if put down, *and there were at leaſt 2000 of them, what 
is that+? (of two evils the leſſer is to be choſen.) Have they not already 
deſtroyed very many Thouſands of Families ? will not the continuing 
of them, in very ſhort time, be the undoing of many Thouſands more ? 
is the intereſt of theſe ſnrley, rude, debauch'd Coachmen, to, be put 
mto the Ballance with the many Thouſands of Curriers,, Shoemakers, 
Sadlers, Girdlers, Spurriers , Cutlers,, Lorainers , Cloathiers , Cloath- 
workers, Cloath-drawers , Drapers, Taylors, and an hundred Trades 
more, to which men were bound ſeven years Apprentiſhip, to -lcarn 
their Trades, and are of great advantage to the publick. Surcly, they 
ought to be encouraged, being the Manufacturers of the Staple-Com=- 
| modities 
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modities'of the Kingdom; ' by the manufacturing whoxzecof, great .pro- 
fit doth ariſe. to the Publick: , Yer gf; theſe, if ne pay= 3 ogg Fill 
be made appear, above 190900,:with their Families, arc ig great mea- 
ſure ruincd by them. © And I pray you, who arc advantaged thereby ? 
what perſons arc imployed or (et at work, by them, . ſave only a tew 
Servant-Coachmen, Polſtilions and Hoſtlers ? whom they pretcud they 
breed up. and make fat for the ſerviceiot the Nobility-and, Gentry, of the 
Land 3 'a moſt ihcomparable School to train may up in)! and-to fit them 
for the-Gallows, morelikely thay to'lve in lober, Familics 3 but in the 
mean time, while theſe are breeding up, the Prize and Repts of Lands 
are ſo brought down by hindrance theſe Coaches do make of the Con» 
ſumption of . Pxovifians and Manufactures, that io a ſhort tiqgoe few 
Gentlemen will be id. a\taþicicy to keep Coaches 3 fo that if. all Runs» 
ning Stape-Coaches \ aid; Caravans: were (upprelt, it would do; well. 
Bur if C{otne few Coaches were continued, (to: wit), one cyery Shire» 
Town iniExgland, to go once a week backwards and tarwards, and to 
go through with che ſame: Harſes they ſee forth with, and .not travel 
above 30 miles. a day iu the Summer, and 25 milesinthe Winter, and to 
ſhift Inns every Journey,that ſo Trade might be diffuſed;thele would be 
ſufficient to. carry the Sigh and the Lathe, that they pretend! cannoe tra- 
vel on-Horleback'z aud beg this regulated, they would do liccle or no 
harm 3 eſpecially if all betſuppreſſed within 40 or 50, miles of London, 
where they-areno way my, and- yet {o highly deſtructive. Bur 
this, us wellas:the refit; Lfubmit to judgment. . Di, 
5.615 210; tif a PAT 11.01 C329! | 32Vv 
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T He Eight Thing Prophſcd.us, That the AQ for, Tranſportation of 
_ 4 Leather unmanafadtyted; /may beoqpailtd,: or atdeelinorrencws 
6 afeer the expiration thereof org 2c afro] ont now fog 1! 
© /Thert wonld meverhave brabany/neceſity for this: (Add; | had: it not 
been that vaſt quantitics. gf Hides: avc:!E lypartcd fiomfriland, which 
brings down the puice of our\Zogliſh iHidcs..,- And:for che Stages 
Coaehes;' their hindering theiCoofumption of that Leather in England, 
which, befare-they.ſcr-up; - wiS.ulcd; fog 'Bbots,” Saddiciy: Portmainucs, 
Har-ci(ts; Holfters, Belcs/1Girts) Reiugz. StirrapiLeathcrs, ;'and ma. 
ny other things now, broompalmoftulidels. >! 1j 7 ;- 
FThemaking wherebt, for Home: ſcrvice nad Forciga-Confumption, 
G employeg 
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employed about 100000 Families, whoſe Livelihood depended upon 
the manufaQuring of Leather, .whereby they got Money, with which 
they maintained their Families,ſpent five or fix good Joints of Meat in a 
week in their Houſes, and wore good Clothes, thereby occafioning the 
Conſumption of great quantities of the Proviſions. and ManufaQtures 
of the Kingdom, more than now are conſumed. .' Till this At paſ- 
ſcd, it was felony to tranſport Leather .unmanufaQured, . and. then 
France, Spain, Germany, and other 'parts, who could not be without 
our Leather, had vaſt quantities of Boots, Shoes, and Saddles, with 
their Appurtenances, Portmantues, Hat-Caſes, Holſters, Trunks,  &c. 
from England; by the making whereof many thouſands of Families 
got a handſom (ubſiſtance, and grew rich 3 but Stage-Coaches hindrin 
the Conſumption at home as aforeſaid 3 and Triſþ Hides being Importe 
into England, and alſo great quantities from Hreland, exported to Fo- 
reign Parts, our Hides tell in their price in' England. ' The Queſtion 
then aroſe, how to raiſe them to their ancient value 3 and it was by 
the Parliament conceived, that giving a liberty to tranſport the ſame 
d- unmanufaQtured, might anſwer the end propoſed 3* therefore an At for 
that purpoſe was paſled. | | 
But fad hath been, and yet is, the conſequence thereof :' for, ever 
ſince that liberty given, the beſt of our Leather is conſtantly bought up, 
and tranſported beyond Seas unmanufactured, Foreigners who former- 
ly were ſupplycd with Leather wrought here, will not buy or carry 
over a penny-worth that is manufactured 3 fo that all thoſe poor peo- 
ple who ſerved Apprentiſhips to learn their Trades, and whoſe Trade 
depended upon manutacturing-for Foreign Conſumption, -are-undone 3 
they that kept 20 or 3o Journey-men at work every day, cannot now 
(though eminent men of their. own Trades) keep two; by means 
whereof, upon computation, at leaſt 50000 Men and their Families 
Livelyhoods are wholly taken away, and: they ſo impoycriſhed,,; that 
they are ready to receive Almg of the wtiog'd 1r.0ms wherein they live; 
whilſt in the mean t1me Foreigners grow zich./by,manufaRuring one of 
the Staple: Commodities: of. ithis Kingdom 3 and whereas till this AR 
paſſed, all ouri old Boots and Shoes were bought up, mended here, and 
then ſent beyond.the Seas, 'and theze warn. ', «7; | 
The caſe is now otherwiſes for the beſt. of our Leather is not gncly 
bought. up amd tranfported:iunmanufactured - and; wrought! beyond 
Seas 3 but when. it 'isTwrought; .iv is then imported: backs and* vended 
here, to the great prejudice- and diſt of ManufaQturers ja 
England, who have many of them beet forced (as great.'a, want - 
Peop 
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People as there'"is in Englend)) to tranſport themſelves beyond the Seas 
for want of work at home, and there have taught their Art/to Forcig- 
ners.. What then doth naturally follow all cheſe things ? What Conlſe- 
quence can be drawn from hence, but this, that inſtead of 500 /7. worth 
of Leather formerly ſent beyond Seas manufactured; we ſend now as 
much Leather, but it'is not worth above 100 /. becauſe the ſame is car- 
ried over unwrought : by which means our ManufacQturers loſe 400 L 
which they ſhould have gotten, if the Leather: had beeu Cut and 
Wrought in England, and ſo thereby we grow-poor;, aud Forcigners 
grow rich, by gaining that 4007. which our Manufacturers lole. 

Bur this is not all ; for, moſt of our Leather that is exported, goes 
into France, with whom we never were able to keep up a Ballance of 
Trade, but have traded with them for ready Money, (they taking little 
or none of the ManufaQures of England in exchange for their Com- 
modities). By a moderate computation, from-the beſt intelligence I 
can get, France receives from England 30000 ls. worth of our Leather 
every year, which they cannot be without (for, otir Leather-Manuta- 
ture, was the only Manufacture that they were forced to be holden un- 
to us for). 30000 [r. worth of our Leather manufactured, was worth 
in France 1200001. then at leaſt 70000 }. of that went into our Manu- 
facurers Pockets, the reſt to the Merchants, and what our Manufuctu- 
rers got, was ſpent in the Proviſions and ManufaQtures of the King- 
dom 3 which being conſumed, bare a better rate than now, and helpt to 
keep up the Rents of Lands. | ; 

This Money we not only now loſe, to our Impoveriſhment, and the 
French get, to their Inriching 3 but conſidering that we now import as 
much (nay far more) of French Goods into Exgland than we did for- 
merlyz and taking it for granted, that when we tranſported the moſt 
that ever we did, yet could not a ballance of Trade be kept up between 
the two Kingdoms, but our ready Money went for a great part of the 
' Goods imported 3 then muſt it naturally follow, that by ſending our 
Leather unnganufactured, which formerly. was mannfa@tured, we mult 
ſend over nigh 100000 /. more in ready Money than formerly we did, 
(or need to do were it not for this At) which furniſheth France with 
our Coyn, to pay their Workmen for manufacturing of our Staple- 
Commodities, and greatly exhauſteth the Treaſure of this Kingdom 3 
But if this A& be repealed, and Ireland: tranſporting of Raw Hides be 
prevented, they Fraxce and other Foreigners mult have Leather from 
England manufactured, as formerly they had, whereby our Handicraft 


Tradeſmen would be ſet at work, and having work, would live hand- 
G 2 ſomely 
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ſomely as formerly they did, to conſume the Provifiovs. and Mann- 
faQures of the Kingdom :' So. that to any rational man jt fmuſt-be. g 
parent, that this Act hath not anſwered the end defaghed, yor raiſed 
the price of Hides, as expected, nor can it ; tor Jreland tran{porting 
vaſt cuantities' of raw - Hidcs beyond the Seas, and Importing great 
- quantities of their Hidcs into England, as aforeſaid, hinders the (ale of 
our Hides or Tanned Leather at any: conliderable rates, either at home, 
or to Foreigners, becauſe we want a Conſumption at home z aud 
Fpreigners chaſe to huy their raw Hides rather than our Leather , by 
reaſon they can purchiſe them at a'third. part of the price wecan afford. 
to {c1] ours at, andby tanning of thtm employ theit own Bark 3 which 
js a great miſchief. to the Gentry in England, whole Bark, by reaſon 
thercof, ſells at very low rates. 
04 pLLl oh 'F 
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He Ninth thing propoſed is, That a Court in the nature of a Court 

i IE*; Requelts in Londen, be eſtabliſhed for Weſtminſter, Southwark , 
and alt other parts within the Weekly Bills of Mortality 3 and, it pof- 
ſible, in every City and Town'Corporate in England, to determine Dif- 
ferences between 'poor people for fmalt Debts, not exceeding 40 5, and 
for Words, Treſpaſſes, Aﬀanlts ang Batteries (where the people pay 
neither Scot nor Lot) that fo they may not be undone by Law-ſuits. 

The Court of Requeſts in Londen is of excellent aſe, long continu- 
Ince, and hath prevented the ruine of many thouſands of Families, and 
might Have done far more, had it not been -limitted to the Liberties of 
the City, whereby all Weftminſter, Southwark, Tower- Hamlets, Middle- 
ſex and Swrry, within the Weekly Bills of Mortalities, wherein the ge- 
nerality.of the poor inhabit, are excluded their ſuri{dition, 

Of thcſe Poor (for want of this Court) many are every year undone 
by Law-Suits, commenced _—_ each other for ſmall debts, or trivi- 
al Actions, for Words, Afſautts, or Treſpaſfesz the pooteft otentimcs 
proving the proudeft, moſt quarrelſome and vexatious. | 

Thele arc ſuch who maintain themſelves and Families, by turning 
and winding 20 * or 40 s. x week, which they take upou their credit, 
and employ in buying aud ſelling Butchers-meat, Poultery-ware, an 
Fiſh, , Herbs, Fruit and Rpots,' Boiled-Wheat and Oat-cakes, Butter 
and Eggs, aud diversOther things, which'they cry- about the ftreers, or 
{cll at Tavern-doors, Or in lictle' Bulks, as Orenges, Limons, Oyſters, 
Tape, 
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Tape, Thred-laces Silk and Ferret Ribboti, Childtens Play-things, ahd 
[ach like ſmall Commodities, whereby they keep® their Families from 
burchening they Pariſhes Whetein they dwell 3 and ytt are fo Poor, that 
they argnot rated to the Church and Poor where they trade. 
- Theſe people are (the greateſt part of ther) moſt cofnmonly in- 
debted 20, 30. or 40 #- apicce for the Stock they trade with ; never- 
theleſs have more owing to them, by the perſons they ſell their Wares 
ro, than when received will pay ſuch their Debts 3 but there arecuy- 
ning Fellows belonging to the Mayſhalſcy, St. Katherines, IWhitechappel 
and Weftmtinſter (pretending to be Bailiffs or other Officers) placed 
in every part of Loudon and Weſtminſter, and the Suburbs thereof, who 
make it their buſineſs to enquire out theſe Poor and their Creditors, 
and thereupon to contrive ſome ſtories whereby to incite their-Credi- 
tors to make a demand of their Dcbts 3 ang it not m—_— paid, then 
to arreſt the Debtors : Theſe Knaves alſo ſpend their whole time in 
promoting differences between the poorer ſort of people, tor frivolous 
words, ſlight treſpaſſes, or pitiful ſmall debts 3 which done, they are 
imployed to arreſt men 3 and the pcrſen arreſted,” muſt either preſently 
pay and give ſatisfaction, or putin Bail 3 the which if he cannot do (as 
frequently it happens they cannot,they laying their Actions high"though 
the occation of action be very ſmall) then they are hutricd over to 
the Knight Marſhals Priſon, or to ſome other Goal, and put to great 
expence, loſe their Credit and Trade, and. very many of F wh are ut- 
terly ruined by the charge of Arreſts, Priſon Fees, and the Suits, though 
the verdict upon their Tryals happen to be for them, as moſt commonly 
tis, there being not one Action in ten brought in thoſe Courts for 
Words or Treipafſes, that happens to be according to Law. 

Nevertheleſs, if the faid Dctendants Demur, becauſe the words are 
not aionable, or the Plaintiff have a Verdict, and the Dcfendant move 
in Arrclt of Judgement, andthe Judgement be Arretted, yet in neither 
of theſe Caſes hath the Defendant any Colts; fo that both Plaintiffs and 
Defendants ſpend their money in vain, and the Pariſhes where the De- 
fendants inhabit, are frequently forced to redeem them out of the Mar- 
ſhalſcys, White Chappel, St. Katharines, and other Goals, or otherwiſe 
they ſhould lic and ſtarve m Priſon, though the Cauſe of Aﬀtion were 
but a Trifle 3 the Charges and Fees oftentimes falling out to be four, 
five or ſix times as much as originglly the Action was brought for ; 
by reaſon whereof the recovering of* 4*d. 6 4. or 12 4. (ometimes coſts 
2.1.41. 51. or 61. Whereas if the Court defired were erected to end 
theſe Ditferences in a ſurnmary, leſs expenſive, and m.orc expeditious 
way 
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way, the utter ruine of ſome hundreds, if not thouſands of Families, 
would be every year prevented, the Pariſh charges greatly lefſencd, 
and quarrelſome vexatious Suits for ſmalf Debts of 40 x. or under, 
or for Treſpaſſes, Aſſaults, or words, would be prevented. , 

In Loxdox, no Freeman within the Liberties dwelling , can be 

arreſted or ſued for any Debt under Forty fhillings 3 the Coxrt of Con- 
ſcience or Requeſts ſits at Guildhal Wedneſday and Saturdays in every 
week, to hear Complaints, and take courſe, therein : Upon any Com- 
plaint they firſt ſend a Summons tothe party complained againſt, and 
that is ſerved upon him by a ſworn Officer, and coſts 6 4. which done, 
the next Court day the Plaintiff muſt attend, and call the Defendant, 
and enter his own appcarance'; elſe is non-ſuited, leſeth his Summoug 
and muſt begin againz but the Defendant runs no hazard innot ap- 
pearing the firſt day. . 

It the Defendant appear the ſecond Court day after Summons, he 
prevents an Attachment, and is ordered to pay his debt 3 for which the 
Plaintiff pays 4 d. | 

If the Defendant fail to appear the ſecond Court day, beforethe 
Court riſcth, the Court grants an Attachment 3 which coſts, being ex+ 
ecuted, amount to 1 7. 10 & | | 

The Officer ſerves this Attachment, ſo ſoon as he can find the De- 
fendant 3 which done, he gives the Plaintiff notice, that the Defendant 
will meet him next Court day, and that coſts 4 d- more. 

If che Defendant appear, and is caſt, he pays for the Summons and 
Attachmentz which is but 2 « cight pence in the whole. | 

But if the Defendannt appear not the third Court day aftcr Attach- 
&d, than the Plaintiff comes and ſwears his Debt, and the Court or- 
ders payment thereof at the Plaintiffs own houſe; if he pleaſeth 3 .which 
ſaves 84. that muſt be paid, if it be brought into Court, to take it out 
again, and this Order colts 4 d. more. , | | 

Of this Order the Officer gives the Defendant notice, and that he 
muſt meet the Plaintiff in Court the third Conrt day after the making 
thereof. * 4 

If the Defendant appear not the third Court day, then uport the 
Plaintiffs requeſt, the Courts grants Judgment and Execution agaiaſt 
him 3 which coſts 2 5. . 

So that the whole Charge of Summons, Order and Attachment 3 

Second Order for Judgement, and the Judgement an1 E xecution 
exccuted, comes but to 4 s. 8 d. p 

An 


\ 
\ 


| ; (47) | 
And all is dane in three weeks time : but the Suit in the Marfoalſey, 
' White Chappel,or St. Katberines, or Weſtminiter Courts, and Charges in- 
cident thereunto, colts 4 /. or 51. when the Debt or Cauſe of Action 
was not warth Five ſhillings. 
The ereRing the Court defired, would give a great credit to the 
Poor. | 
For, were ſuch Courts erected, every Gentleman or perſon of ay 
conſiderable eſtate would lend a poor diltrefſed neighbour Tweut, 
Thirty, or Forty — to put him in a way to live, or to preveut 
their being caſt into Priſon, if arreſted for a {mall ſum whereas now 
poor men are forced to borrow of Brokers, pawn double the value of 
what they borrow, and pay above Cent. per Cent, interelt 3 which cats 
out their profit, ſo preſſeti and grindes them, that they frequently are 
incapacitated to redeem the r_ left for the money taken up ' which 
is one other great miſchief worthy the conſideration of the Parliament, 
and. fit to be redrefſed) - whereas whilſt the Law is thus colitly, men are 
afraid to lend their Neighbours Thirty or Forty ſhillings to ſet them 
up with, or to prevent their being impriſoned, becauſe it they repay 
it not without a Suit, the ſame may cult hve or {ix times as much as 
the Original Debt 3 aud when the Creditor hath Judgement, he is not 
ſure of his Debt, but in danger, through the poverty of the Creditor, 
to loſe both Principal, Debt, Intereſt and Charges, or undergo the hard 
Cenſures and Clamours of the poor, by contining them to Priſon 
which no ingenuous or generous ſoul can endure the thoughts of. 
By the erecting this Court, there is none can be prejudiced, cx- 
cepting, 
| Firl, Bailiffr, one of which fellows to arreſt a poor man,though it be 
but for three pence, four pence, or ſome other very ſmall ſum, makes 
the man pay tour or five ſhillings fot the Arreſt, hurrics-him into an 
Alchouſe, and there runs him twelve pence or two ſhillings on the ſcorez 
»and if not able preſently to pay the ſame, hurries him to Priſon. 
Secondly, Several” idle Perſons, falſly calling themſelves Attorneys, 
who are as aQive as the Bayliffs, to promote and carry on Suits be- 
gun, though but for trivial Matters, ſetting people together by the 
ears, and living upon the ruine of the poor, make them {ell their very 
Beds from under them, or Cloaths from off their backs, to pay their 
-" moan Fees, and the Fees of che Courts, which is too trequently 
One. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Or the Judges of the Matfhalſey, Well minſter, St. Kaths- 
rines, White-Chappel, and other Inferior Courts of Record, where 
{mall Debts under: 40 5. may be recovered: but certainly, they having 
their places given them gratis, and being perſons of generous educati- 
on, will not oppoſe ſo charitable a work as this propoſed, thong they 
ſhould loſe ſome profit thereby, ſuch profit coming from ſuch mi crable 
poor people, that it were charity in them rather to give them as much 
as their Fees comes to, than to exact any thing from them , 

And if they, by the Court deſired, ſhould loſe a little profit, they will 
fave much time that they now ſpend in trying theſe Cauſes, and being 
Lawyers, may certainly ſpend it to as great ( if not better ) advan- 
tage than what they will loſe by ſetting up the Judicature propoſed. 

Let theſe confider, that ſuch Gentlemen, not being Lawyers, as [hall 
be appointed Judges of the Covrts defired, will be greater loſers than 
they are, ſince they mult fit and ſpend their Time and Money with- 
out any manner of Compenſation at all, ſave the ſatisfaRtion they will 
receive in being inſtrumental of doing good to the Poor, which cer- 

_ tainly they will do. ; 
& For whereas now it coſts 5 or 6 /. to recover 5 or 6 9. by the way 
propoled, 4 7. $ 4. is all the Charge (though the Suits be ſpan out to the 
titmoſt excremity) that any Suitor or Defendant can be put unto. 
FS. the ſetting up of this Court, Juſtice will be had ſpeedier and 
eaper 3 | 
The ruine of many poor People, by multitudes of v 
for ſmall Matters, will be prevented 3 
Love and Amity betwixt Neighbours will be preſerved 3 Charges of 
the Pariſhes leſſened ; Mens Liberties to follow their Callings, to theix 
own and Families Comfort, will be continued 3 and the Debts they owe, 
be more eaſily aud ſpeedily payed 3 _ | | 
And a Work very pleafing and acceptable to God will be done, who 
hath pronounced a blefling upon all thoſe who conſider the Poor, for# 
whole relicf alone this is propoſed. 6, 
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He Tenth Thing Propoſed is, That a bound be put to the extra- 
# 8 vagant Habits and Expences of all forts of Perſons 3 that Ser- 
vants and Handicraft Tradeſmen's expenſive wayes be reduced, and no 
Foreign ManufaQtures (except from Ireland) be ſutt:red to be worn is 
Exgland but that the Importation and Expoling them to Sale,be made 
Felony. 

There is nothing ruines the Gentry and Tradeſmen of England (o 
much, as living above their Eſtates or Profit ariling by their Trades. 
How much all ſorts of men do this, I leave the World to judge, their 
Habits and other Expences being more extravagant and vain than ever 
was known 3 and not only do Maſters and Miſtreſſes of Families run to 
excels in their own dreſſes, but ſuffer and encourage their Servants alſo 
tro do the fame, which coſts them dear at laſt 3 for, all comes out of 
their Pockets, and it makes Servants fo proud and ſcorntul, as to ne- 
gle their Duties, ſlight their Superiors, and upon every little reproof 
to go from them- 

How many Gentlemen are there in England that ſpend their whole 
yearly Incomes upon clothing themſclves, their Wives and Children ? 
What way then have they to anſwer their other Familie Expences, but 
by ſpending upon the main Stock ? 

How careleſs are Parents of their Childrens Education, bringing 
them up idly, putting them upon no manner of imployment, unlets to 
Muſick and Dancing 3 uſing them to Balls and Playes, and to keep vain 
Company > which they get ſuch an habit of, that they very hardly (if 
ever) can be broken from it, but ſpend-moſt of their time in Gaming, 
Whoring, and. Drinking 3 ſo that by that time they come to their 
Eſtates, whatever their Fathers leave them, by following their Exam- 
ples, they quickly make it away, (if they have not run it out before 
they come to it). Their Clothes muſt be of the Mode, Gentlemen of 
3 or 400 per annum, will be as fine, keep their Coaches, live as high as 
it they were Lords, and had great Eſtates 3 and nothing will tcrve 
them but what is Foreign made, whillt our own Countrey-men (tarve 
for want of Work 3 m{omuch now.that our Exgliſþ Manufacturers, of 
Silk eſpecially, and Point-Laces, and Ribbons, (which arc become a 
general weaz) cannot (ell their Goods when they have made thenyor if 
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they do, it is at ſuch pitt:ful low rates, that they loſe by their work, and 
the Shopkcepers that buy them, when they come to ſhew them to Cu- 
ſi-m-15, are forced to avouch them to be Foreign made, or elſe they 
cxnnot £1 tham 3 fo that our Manufacturers are often neceſſitated to 
g.t French-mcn to go with thcir Warcs, and fcll them to Shopkccpers 
as Frinch. Thcercupon the Gentry (though the Goods be Engliſh 
m2de} arc-{o fond as to pay dearer for them than otherwiſe they nced 
to dd, becauſe of the Brokage which the Manufacturer payes to thoſe 
that {{11 them to the Shops, and ſo the Manufacturers get little or no- 
thing by thcm. So great a truth there is in this, that I could inſtance 
where Perlons of Quality have come into a Shop, fecn a Commodity, 
liked it well, but being ingeniouſly told that it1was Engliſh made, would 
n0t buy it. The very ncxt day, the ſame Goods have been (ent by a 
Freach wom1n to the Perſons defirmng to buy the fame, and they have 
bought them as French Goods, and payed double as much for them as 
they might have had them for the day before in the Shop. 

Is not this a thing highly commendable in our Gentry, fo to admire 
Forcigncrs, and undervalue, diſcourage, and hurt their Native Coun» 
trcy-men ? Did they conſider, or were they but ſentible how they hurt 
and raine them, themſelves, and their own Eſtates, by ſuch their vain 
fancies, hindring the Conſumption of our Manutacturies, and 1mpo= 
vcriſhing our Manufacturers, certainly they would give it over. A 
farther miſchict there is alſo, That Gentlemen and Ladies do fancy 
oercatly to have their S:rvants that are about them, ſo fine and neat, 
that they mult be in..thcir Silk-Gowns, and Peticoats laced, Whisks, 
and Cufts, fine Shoes and Stockings, that they will not do any ordina- 
ry Work 3 whereby they are neceſſitated to keep more Servants than 
they uſed or uecd todo. And what the Wages and Dyet of every Sex- 
vant comes to 18 a year, (eſpecially about Loxdon, where it is that moſt 
people arc grown {» vain) It themſelves compute. * 4 

Come to the Citizens, who complain/for want of z Trade, but with- 
out a Cauſe, (though ſo niany Trad:ſmen fail yearly) for there never 
was a greater Trade than there is now. What reaſon is there then of 
thcir tailing ? It is high living, every Tradeſman thinking now to 
havc as great a Trade, and as quickly to grow tich, asthole did that 
were of his Trade twenty or thirty years agoe, never confidering that 
there arc hve tinies as. many of moſtTrades as were then,and that thereby 
Trade is more diffuſed, Shopkeepers of late years, through covetouſne(s 

of a little Moacy.tzking double or treble the number of Apprentices that 


tor mdced (iffirictly looked aftcr) than they ought to 
keep, 


formerly they kept, 


' to the ſame, it would keep them from growing ſo proud and ſcorn- 
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keep, (nothing ſpoyling any particular Trade, more than to have mul-. 
tiplicy of Traders in the ſame way) with thele Apprentices they ex» 
at&t as much more money as formerly they uſed to have, fo that per- 
havs half their Portion is gouc to bind them Apprentices 5 which is a 
great madneſs, and no reaſon to be given for it , but b.cauſe Apprenti- 
ccs muſt live high, and wear finer Cloaths than formerly they did, wait 
on their Maſters abroad, do none of the ſervile Work that formerly they 
uſed to do 3 which kept them humble 3 and if they were now obliged 


ful as they are, or taking the liberty they now do, of taunting at thcir 
Superiors, quarrelling with thcir Services, Uſage, and Dict, and go- 
ing from them,when ft to do them ſervicez And it it happ*n that they 
do ſerve out their Time, and havec a 1000 l. to [ct up with, it 15 very 
well, and a fair beginning, treble as much as many ot thcir Maltcrs 
had when they ſet up 3 who by cloſe living, and diligence, and great 
induſtry, after many years care and pains, have arrived to an Eſiate of 
203 Zo, or 40200 |, and'a good certain cuſtom, fo conſequently are 
able to buy their Commodities with ready Moncy, cheaper than he thag 
hath. bug a ſmall ſtock, and trades upon credit, and thercby they ar 
able to; kcep the cuſtom from their Servants when they ſet up, becauſe 
thcy can give Culitomers a greater credit, and a longer time for pays 
ment 3 yet a young Man, ſo ſoon as he comes out of his Time, not 
knowing whether ever he ſhall attain to a full Trade, will have as good 
a Houle as his Maſters keep, as high a Table, lay out 4 or 500 1. out 
of his 1000 /. Stock, in furniſhing his Hoaſe, and the Fine of the 
ſame 3 his delign being thereby to advance himſelf in a Match. And 
thereupon he gets a Wife, perhaps with a 1000 4. Portion 3 which, ad- 
ded to his own Stock, if the ſame had been kept together, would have 
made 2000 /. but of this, one half of his being gone for a Fine of a 
Houſe and Furniture; as atorc{aid, the Wite, out of Hers, will have 
finc Cloaths.Laces, Cupboards of Platc,Neck-Lace of Pearls,Jewels in 
her Lars, Diamond-Rings on her Fingers, Bulls-Locks, or Towers 
Laced ur Imbroidercd Petticoats, Shoes and Silk-Hoſe. So that in theſe 
Things goes 3 or 400 /. more, which might, moſt of it,have been ſaved. 
Add to this the vaſt Reut he ſits at, and muſt pay whether he hath: a 
Trade or uot 3, It this had been ſparcd,. he might have had it of his own 
to have traded with ;- tur. this laid our, it-lyes dead, whillt he is forced, 
for want thercob, to, Frade ypon Cicdit. for ſo much, and pay Intercit 
for the-lame. This Credit if he keeps not, he is loſt 3 and being ng- 
ccllitated'to trult, and tralting being dangerous,many men are undong , 
H 2 x art'y 
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partly by that, and partly by the extravagancies of their good Wives ; 
who being, through their Husbands vanity and indiſcretion, made ſo 
fine, will not ſtir out of Doors without a Coach 3 and yet make ſuch 
frequent and long viſits, that they ſpend more in Coach-hire fome 
weeks, than the gains of the Shop comes to and abroad they get new 
Acquaintance, at Balls, Playes, or Dancing-Schools z and being 
young, pretty, and in tine Cloaths, are ſo courted and gallanted, that 
oftentimes thcy are perſwadcd into ſuch Inconveniencies, as prove fa- 
tal to their Husbands, as well as to themſelves 3 but the Husbands may 
blame themſelves, they being originally the occaſion thereof, and © 
their own ruine thereby 3 for, nothing will ſerve them but to live at 
this rate, keep their Wives thus fine, expole them to Temptations, by 
ſetting them in their Shops, in tempting Drefſles, thinking to invite 
Cuſtomers 3 and thereby very often they have that effect ; but ſome- 
times thoſe'Cuſtomers make bold with the Ware that ſhould not be ſold 
or lent 3 and once having attained that liberty, if both Parrics agree, it 
js ten to one if that poor Man be not preſently blown up, either by the 

harge his Wife will put him to in maintaining that Gallant, or by the 
Credit that good Gentleman ſhall have in the Shop, to take up what he 
278 And then when gone as far as the Owner can give credit for, 

c leaves the Shop and his Miſtreſs to his care. Nevertheleſs, ſometimes 
men are undone, and yet their Wives are vertuous, (as without doubt 
many thouſands are, and more would be, were it not the Husbands 
fault)z That is, when after their being a.while ſet up, and a little E- 
ſtate gotten, they grow high, keep their Coaches, mult have their 
Countrey-Houſes, the Candles burning at both ends, never thinkin 
they ſhall ſee an end of their Gains. And their Wives forſooth —_ 
not be Nurſes, but ſend their Children abroad ; ſo that reckoning the 
charge of keeping, there, and frequent going to ſee them, and the 
Guifis and good things that are unknown carried to the Narſes; theſe 
thigh Expences, accompanied with a decay and declination of Trade, 
occaſioned by the multiplicity of Traders, (as aforeſaid) go far in de- 
ſtroying young Beginners. Moreover, the keeping unnecefſary Maid- 
Servants, giving them great Wages, and maintaining them idle in fine 
Habits and Dreſſes, (who with their vain and wanton carriages, often- 
times become ſnares to young men)z this finiſheth the work, and 
both Maſters, Miltreſſes, and'Servants, come all to ruine thereby. 

One other great miſchief to the young Tradeſmen, who are induſtri. 
ous, cloſe husbands, and ſober in their habits and expences, is the great 
Rents they pay in the City, when the Trade is gone to the other end of 
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the Town where Rents are low. Joo all men of my mind, thofe 
who lived in London before the fire, and are Freemen, and now, to the 
deſtruction of the City, live in the Suburbs, meerly to enrich them» 
ſelves, they ſhould ſtarve before a peny ſhould be laid out amongſt them: 
Why ſhould they not come into the City again, and make that the ſear 
of Trade? which is the Metropolitan of England, and at ſuch vaſt 
charge , in Complyance with the Kings pleaſure , is nobly rebuilt, 
and (0 many thouſands are undone by the _— thereof, by having 
their houſes Rand empty on their hands 3 ſuch baſe treacherous men to 
the City, who no more value their Oaths they took when bound Ap- 
entices and made free, ought not to be countenanced where they are, 
y buying any thing of them 3 there is not one of them but is forſworn, 
if he duly weigh and conſider the purport of his Oath. And he that 
will make no Conſcience of forſwearing himſelf, meerly to gain a little 
advantage in his Trade, I am ſure will make no Conſcience of cheat- 

ing of me 3 therefore hall never have any of my cuſtom» 


One other great miſchief to young Tradeſmen is, that they, bein 
but beginners, are forced to keep Shops, in order to gain a cuſtom, an 
thereby are conſtrained to pay great Rents and Taxcs, which are very 
hard upon London, treeble as much in proportion, as upon any one 
County of England, and paid by theſe young men, whilſt your cunning 
rich ancient Tradeſmen, having a large Acquaintance, great Stock, and 
a full Trade, give over their Shops, and take a Countrey-houſe, where 
they live for a ſmall Rent, pay not the fixth part of Taxcs that are 
paid in London, and ſo carry on their Trade in London privately in 
Warchouſes, I could name ſeveral of the Chief Magiſtrates that do 
fo, but will not at preſent, though they deſerve it. Have they, through 
Gods bleſſing, arrived by their Trades in the City to great Eſtates, and 
to be the chief Magiſtrates thereof, only to be covetous and ſordid, feck- 
ing to ſave a little money,when' they have ſo much that they know not 
what to do with it, and thereby put all the Charges upon thoſe young 
Shop-keepers, through their Avarice * And thus many of theſe youn 

men fall to ruine, whilſt the elder run away with all the Trade, _ 
—_— the ſame into their own hands. It is a great ſhame this ſhould 
be ſuffered, and ſuch men ought not to have any manner of Govyern- 
ment or Power in or over the City, who make uſe of it only to entich 


themſelves, by deſtroying thoſe they govern. 
More» 
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* Moreover, Handicraft Teadefiness high wages, which they cxa@ for 
their work, is greatly miſchievous, not only to every 'man that hath 
occaſion to uſe them, whoſe particular occaſion cannot be ſerved but at 
far greater rates than formerly, which, it that were all, would be little, 
but it is deſtructive to Trade, hinders the conſumption of our Manu» 
fictures by Foreigners, and the exportation of thole vaſt quantities that 
uſcd to be tranſported, when the manufacturing of them was ſocheap 
as formerly 3 tor, now Wool and Leather being cheaper manufactured 
beyond the Seas than here, we are underſold in Forcign Markets, to 
our great prejudice 3 which it not prevented, in few years will tend to 
the total ruine and deſtruction of our Woollen and Leather Manu- 
taurics. I can give no better account for this advancement of their 
wages, than our Engliſh peoples toolithneſs, in encouraging Foreigners 
b:yond their own Neighbours, wearing their ManufaCQturies, and neg» 
Iccting the uſe of our own 3 by means whereot our Manufacturers work 
is carricd away from them : fo that whereas they had fix days work 
formcrly,they have not above three now , and having the ſame familics, 
mult cither have double the wages they had when they had full Em- 
ploy (which enhaunceth the price of the Commoditics) or let their ta» 
milics want bread thrce daysin the week. 

So the Caſe thus ſtands in ſhort : As for the loſs of the Forcign Trade 
we had, and the want of the conſumption that uſed to be of our Ma- 
nufacturics in Foreign parts, no other reaſon can be given, but that 
Foreigners are able to make their work cheaper than we do, and there- 
by arc able to underſcl us where-ever we come 3 and the reaſon of their 
working cheaper is, becaulc they live not fo high, neither are their ex- 
pences in wages and working (o great as ours. It they were, how 
could Foreigners fetch our Wool and Leaher, pay Freight and Cuſtom 
outward , manutacture it abroad, and then Import it back again, 
paying a ſecond Cuttom, and yet ſell it cheaper bere than we do 
ours ? If this be true, and thereby the Foreign Conſumption of our 
Manutacturies be loſt, the more reaſon there is then, - in my poor judge- 
ment, to endeavour the reducing the wages of our Manufacturers, and 
themſelves to a more ſober, and lefs expenſive way of living, that there- 
by, it poſſible, we may regain that Trade: Which if we do, we ſhall 
ſoon fct our people at work (who now want bread.) And nothing can 
be more conducing to this end, than to enjoyn all Exgtiſh men not to 
wear any thing but whatis ot our own Growth and ManufaQuries 
which will encreaſe a Conlumption at home, and ſet thoſe at work 
who now live idle, and by giving them full work, would bring down 
their 


their wages : ſo that then we having our Wool and Leather cheaper 
than. Forcigucrs have, and bcing able to manufacture them at.as caſic 
rates as they do,it will then neceſlarily follow,that we may underſcl chem 
in Forcign Markets which it we can do, and will be honeſt, make gvod 
ſubantial and true work , that will hold out its weight, and the full 
lIengeh and brcadth they formerly did,we may regain that Foreign Trade. 

And the bcettcr to ctte& this, all Foreign Manufacturics (except of 
Linnen, which we cannot be without) ought to be prohibited, and 
the expoling them to ſale made Felony (fo as the perſon iclling be privy 
to their being, ſuch) except what is manufactured in Ireland 3 which 
of neceſſity we mult make our ({clves Malters of, otherwiſe they having 
Wool, and Leather, and Workmen cheaper then we can have, will by 
ſipplying Forcign Markets at Lower rates than we can (ell tor, gain 
that Tradez and thereby deſtroy ours. But it theſe be imported mto 
England, and bought by us, though we buy them cheap, yet when we 
have them, we may hold up and advance their price, fo as to make 
them bear cqual proportion with what we can afford our own forz 
( which we may do alſo with their Cattcl it Imported again ) and 
being, Maſters both of their and our own, entorce Foreigners (clpect- 
ally it the Exportation 'of Wool and Leathcr be prevented) to be be- 
holding to us tor what they want, and can no where el{c have 3 wherc- 
by Trade will be encreaſed, Conſumption of the Products of our 
Lands promoted, and thereby the price of them will be raiſed, and 
conſequently Lands yield better Rents : And by this encreaſe of Trade, 
His Majeſiics Revenue by a moderate Computation, would be advanced 
above One hundred thouſand pounds per annum , which would bean 
additional help towards payment of the Publick Debts, and no preju- 
dice, but a great advantage to his Majcltics Subjects. 
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XI. 


He Eleventh Propoſal is, That it may be lawful for any man to 
EB aſſign Bills, Bonds, or other Securities, to any perſon, or per- 
ſons whatſoever; and that by virtue of ſuch Aſſignment, the Intereſt 
in the ſaid Debt due upon ſuch Sccurity, may immediately be veſted in 
the Aſſignee. And to the end that the frauds by talſe Entrics in Shop- 
Books may be prevented. That it be made unlawful for any perſon 
after three years to ſue for a Book-Debt » and that the great Deceits 
uſed by many perſons, who break meerly to deceive Creditors, may 
(if poſſible) by ſome ſevere and ftrict Law be prevented; Than 


which, 
Firſt, There is hardly any thing can be of greater advautage to 


Trade. 

Secondly, Of greater ſecurity to the Gentry ; that they ſhall not for 
the future be wronged. 

Thirdly, Of more advantage to the Nation in general. 

For want of power to aſſign Securities, many Tradeſmen and Gens 
tlemen are every year undone. 

It is true, that men commonly 'make Letters of Attorney to their 


Creditors, to enable them to put Bonds, Bills, or other Securities, ito- 


ſuit, that are made to them 3 but thoſe Letters of Attorney are re- 
vokeable; ſo that the men to whom they are made, are not ſecure,that 
the perſon that makes them, ſhall not afterwards revoke the ſame, or 
diſcharge any Suit brought upon any ſuch Bill, Bond, or other Secu- 
rity, by virtue of ſuch Letters of Attorney : and {o no man will ac- 
 Cept of any Bondentred into to another man, and a Letter of Artor- 
ney from the perſon to whom the ſame is entred into, as a Security for 
any debt due to him(elt from the perſon to whom ſuch Bond is given. 
Tradeſmen live upon Credit, buy much upon Truſt, are obliged to pay 
on certain days 3 on which if they fail, their Credit is loſt 3 and as they 
buy upon Credit, ſo they muſt ſell upoa Fruſt : And if the perſon 
trufted by them, pay not at the time limited, yet are they that truſt 
them obliged to obſerve punctually their days of payment , becauſe 


the Credit of thoſe Merchants that truſt them, depends thereupon. 


Nevertheleſs, many Tradeſmen, becauſe they cannot get in what is 


.owing to them, arc enforced to fail in point of their payments, which 
| - leſſens 


La amd 


”— Þ—- & af 


( 
leſſens their Credit, begets Suits = thoſe Suits occaſion the ruine of 
many Families, although the perſons ſued have in other mens hands 
good Debts, which, when reccived, would be ſufhcient to anſwer all 
their Creditors. : 

But if the Aſſignment of Debts due upon Bill, Bond, or other Secu- 
rities, were, by Ad of Parliament, made lawtul, and it were Enacted, 
that ſuch Aſſignments ſhould be irrevocable 3 and that the Intereſt 
in the Debts due upon ſuch Security, ſhould by virtue of fuch Aſſign- 
ments, be actually veſted in the Aﬀignce, then it A. owed B. the Sum 
of 50ol. and B. owed C. 5ool. and B. his time of payment were come, 
and he had no Moneys to pay the ſame, the Aſſignment of A. his Bond 
to C. would be accepted, if he were a perſon an{werable, in diſcharge 
of B. his Debt. And if he had occaſion to pay Money, and had it not 
by him, C. might preſently aſſign the ſaid 4. his Bond to D, and D. 
to E, &c. And this would make all Bills, Bonds, and other Securitics 
as good as ready Money 3 which will be of great uſe to the Subjets, 
and prevent the multiplicity of Suits that now happen 3 aud thereby 
the ruines of many Familics. 

21y. It will be of great advantage and ſecurity to the Gentry 3 for, 
if their Bills, Bonds, or other Sccuritics, be afſignable, perſons to 
whom they enter into ſuch Securities, though they want Money, will 
not be haſty to put their Securities in Suit, or compel them {as now 
they arc forced to do) frequently to ſhift and alter Securities; which 
'O 9 ve and dithcultz becauſe, then Bonds will bz in the na- 
ture of ready money, and in Trade be equally as good, when Aſlign- 
ments ſhall be Enacted to be irrevocable 3 and that Suits brought there- 
upon by the Aſſignees, in their own Names, and to their own Ulcs, 
ſhall not be diſcharged, but by delivering up the Securities themſelves, 
and that not without the conſent of the perſon to whom by Endorſe- 
ment on the back of ſuch Securities, it ſhall appear to have been laſt 
aſhgned : And to Ena& that no perſon ſhall be Sued for a Book-Debt 
after three years, would be of ercellent uſe both to Buyer and Scl- 
ler. 

For, frequently it hath happened, that Gentlemen who had taken 
up Goods upon Truft, living, remote in the Countrey, have afterwards 
ſent up Money, and paid for the ſame, but not ſeen the Book croſt 
whereupon, many ycars after the Death of the Buyer and Seller, by 
the Execator of the Scller, the Buyer his Executor hath been Sued 
tor the ſame, and the Plaintiffe hath recovered againft h'm, mecrly 
becauſe ſuch a Dzbt hath been found ſtanding in the Book, and the de- 
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Iivering of the Goods proved ; and fo a Verdict hath paſs'd againſt che 
Exccutor of the Debtor, bccauſe he hath not been able to prove pay. 
ment for the ſame. 

How many;by letting D-bts ſtand long in Shop-kecpers Books, have 
when they came to accompt with them, found Entrics made of Goods 
never bought by them, or of greater quantities than they had of ſuch 
Gocds as they did buy. 

But if no Book-Dcbt ſhall be ſucd for after three years ſtanding, it 
will oblige the Shop-kcepers to come to accompt once in three years, 
and get Bill or Bond for their Moneys whillt things are freſh in memo- 
ry, orcl(c to ſue for the ſame, when it any thing be found unjuſt in 
thcir Books, the Creditor will be able, by his memory, to diſcover the 
ſame, and prevent paymcnt thercof. 

Bcfides, it will prevent Perjury and other foul practices. 

3ly. This Act delired would be of great advantage to the Nation in 
pcneralz for when paſſed, all Bills, Bonds, and other good Sccurities 
will be Tant.z-morunt to ready Money, fo that there wil] be 20000 /. 
.. Or aSgood as 20000 |. in England, inſtead of every 1000 1. that now is 
p_ in Trade; which mult neceflarily be a great advantage to the 

ublick. 

: This Courſe is praCtiſed in other Foreign Parts, and found of. as 
great importance and beneht to Trade, as can be imagined. 

And for preventing the Miſchiets arifing to Traders by the Knaves« 
ries of perſons pretending: to be Bankrupts, and who break with de- 
ſign only to defraud their Creditors, ſome further and ſtridter Act 
muſt be made than hitherto there hath been 3 otherwiſe there will be 
no truſting any man, it being frequent for men of wicked and cheat- 
ing Principles, when they delign to break, knowing, themſelves to be 
perſons not ſuſpected to fail, but of a good Credit, to take up great 
Parcels of Goods, or Sums of Money of ſeveral other Tradeſmen 3 
which ſo ſoon as they get into their hands, they difpoſe unto Friends 
in truſt for them, and their Wivcs, and Children ; which done, then 
they preſently do ſome Act whereby they become Bankrupts 3 as ſuch 
are proſecuted, Commillions taken out to declare themBankrupts where- 
upon they withdraw and abſcond themſelves in the Countrey, till 
they can get Releaſes from their Creditors, or compound for ſome ſmall 
matter, or otherwiſe they take the King's- Bench, lic within the Rwles, 
and frequently go abroad 3 and all that time have the Money they break 
for,going in Trade in other Names; « nd frem ſuch their Truſtees, they 


receive the benefit thereof 3 wherewith they live high, whilſt their yo 
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ditors are undone by them 3 Kt it they cannot bring their Creditors 
to Compoſition, they will continue all their life-time in the King's- 
Bench, and the Creditors pet nothing; ſo that their Creditors are tre- 
quently brought to ſmall Compoſition ; Which done, then theſe 
Bankrupts immediately appear in their Shops again richer than ever 
they were when firſt ſet up; and this with other honclt mens Stocks, 
who with thcir Familics are undone through the Loflcs luſtained by 
thoſe mens knaviſh breaking. And this Trick ſcme men have plaid 
ſeveral timcs over 3 theretore it's tit for the future, it pollible, ro be 
prevented. 


XII. 


He Tweltth Propoſal is, that the Newcaſtle-Trade for Coals be 
4 H managed by Commiſſioners for the King » whereby the Subject 
may be ſupplicd with Coals at caſte Rates, and not be cxacted upon, 
as thcy now arc; and about 200000 /. per Anuum be coming, to the 
Crown , which would be a further help towards the payment of thc 
publick Debts. 

A "— not declare how the Subjects are abuſed in the price of 
Coals. 

How many poor have been ſtarved for want of Fewel, by reaſon of 
the horrid prices put upon them; cſpccially in time of War, 
cither by the Merchant , or the Woodmonger, or between them 
both, 

That which I ſhall propoſe 1s. 

That the whole Trade be managed by Commillioners for the benefit 
of the publick. 

That thoſe Commiſſioners take care to ſupply all parts of His Majc»- 
ſtics Dcminions with Coals. 

That Coals be fold all -the year long at 22 s. per Challron, at 
which rate they may very well be aftordcd : 

For at Neweaſtle they buy them for about 7 s. per Chaldron- 

The Newcaſtle-Chaldron makes hive London-Chaldrous. 

The Freight of each Chaldron is not above 6 5. 

The Duty to the City for each Chaldron is but 3 5. 

I 2 Lightcrage, 


- 
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Lightcrzages Wharf, on #nd Cartage may coſt per Chaldron 4 -. 


I compute the highe!t Ratcs that can be imagined. 

And at theſe Rates, cach Newcaftle-Chaldron will lie the Commitſio» 
ners but in.20 4 

If then three Newcaſtle-Chaldron computed at 3 . make five" L1n- 
d1n-Chaldrons, and they be ſold for 5 /. 10 5. there is very nigh half in 
half gotten thereby : Conſidering then, how many hundred thouſand 
Chaldron of: Coals are ſpent every year, and by a moderate computa» 
tion, it will appear that near 200002 /, per Annum advantage may 
ariſc hereby to the Pablick, and the Subject alſo receive a great beneft 


by the ſamc. 
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1 Hh 1a} Propoſal is, That the Filhing-Trade may be fet up and 


cncouraged, all poor people ſet at work to make Fiſhing-Tackle, 
and be paid out of the yearly Rates laid upon the Subjccts for maintain» 
ing, of the poor. 

This would be of* vaſt advantage to the Publick. 

The Moncy yearly paid by the Subjects for the rclict of the Poor, is 
nigh as much as an Aſſeſsment of 70000 b. a Month to the King. 

This is cmploycd only to maintain idle Perſons, doth great hurt 
rather than good, makcs a world of poor more than otherwiſe there 
would be, prevents Induſtry and Laboriouſneſs, Mzn and "Women 

rowing ſo idle and Proud, that they will not work, but lie upon the 
Pariſh wherein they dwell, for Maintenance, applying themſclves to 
nothing b:: Begging or Piltering, and brecding up their Children ac- 
cordingly, never putting them upon any thing that may render them 
uſeful in their Generations, or benchcial either to themſelves, or the 
Kingdom. 

But if inſtead of giving them Weekly Allowances for maintaining 
them in thcir Idlencſs, the Money colleted were employed to ſet all 
of them that arc able, at work to ſome kind of Employment or other, 
ſutable to their Capacities, it would be of infiuite Uſe and Advantage 
tothe Nation: There arc none except Bedridden or Blind, but ſome 
Work or other may be found, that they may be capable ot doing 
which, it they would not (ct unto when appointed them, chey ſhould 
ive Correction, rather than any Encouragement, which mow they 

have, 
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have, by allowing them Weekly Maintenance. . And thus, not only 
Mecn and Women would b:come uſeful and beneficial to the Kingdom, 
but their Children ſhould all of them be employed and ſet at work, to 
do ſomething or other that may keep them from Idlenc(s 3 which be- 
coming habitual to them in their youth, they are ſeldom broke off 
whillt they livc. RE 

Induftry and Labour ought to be countenanced and encouraged, and 
Magiſtrates and Gentry would do well to give Examples thereof to 
thoſe amongſt whom they live. 

If all the Poor now maintained in their Idlemne(s, were (et at work, 
and paid out of the Money raiſed as aforeſaid, thoſe that now have 
two Shillings, or three Shillings a Week, might by their Work earn (o 
much 3 or ſuppoſe they could earn but one Shilling fixpence a week, 
and neverthcleſ(s reccive three Shillings, it is half in halt ſaved fo that 
a Moycty of what now. is collected trom the people, might be ſpared 
to them, and yet the Poor be as well, or better maintained than now. 

But if Men, Women, and Children were [ct at work, few Families 
that now receive twoor three Shillings a week, but inall probability, 
would and might earn four or hve Shill. a week , help to Manufacture 
the Staple-Commodities of the Kingdom at cheap Rates, and thereby 
bring down the Wages of Handicrafts-men, which now are grown fo 
high, that we have loſt the Trade of Forcign Conſumption, becauſe 
abroad Wool and Leather , and the Manutactures:- thereof , are (old 
at lower Rates than we can afford ours at. This Miſchief of high Was» 
ges to Handicrafts-men, is occalioned by reaſon of the Idlencls of fo 
vaſt a number of pcople in England, as there arc, fo that thoſe that are 
Indultrious, and will work, make men pay what they pleaſe for their 
Wages; but ſer the Poor at Work, and then theſe men will be forced 
to lower their Rates, whereby we ſhall quickly. come to fell as cheap as 
Foreigners do, and conſequently engroſs the Trade to our ſclves. 

There are many ways to ſet the Poora: work, b2th old and young. - 

Women and Children, by Spinning of Lianen,. Woollen, and- 
Woollted, Carding, Combing, Knitting, Working Plain-Work, or 
Points, Making Bone-Lace, or Thred- or Silk-Laces, Brede, and di- 
vers other things- 

The Linnen- Trade, if wcll regulated, would employ (ome hundred 
thouſands of People 3 and it brought to perfection, might ſave valt 
Sums of Moncy, within the Kingdom, which now arc ſcat out for the 
{amc. | 
The Woolleu and Leathcrn-Manutactorics would empioy Mulcitud- 7 
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of Men, and young youths, and [vaſt] quantities of Wooll might be 
manufactured and conſumed in England, more than now is, if all the 
Tapcliry we now uſe, were made here, which 15 now imported from 
beyond the Seas. Alſo, if the Act for Burying in Flannel (as ridicu- 
lous as men make it) were put in Execution, ſecing Flannel would be 
as good for that uſe,/as Linnen, abundance of our Poor would 
be employed in making theſe things And the Money now paid for 
theſe Forcign Mt Suces, would be kept in England, and detray the 
Charge of the Manufacturing of thcm at home. 

It is not to be imagined how many thouſands of Men, Women, and 
Children the Fiſhing-Trade (which is that I principally aim at) would 
keep in employment. The making of the Nets,Sayls,Cordage,and other 
Materials for that uſe, the Building of Fiſhing-Veſlels, and the Catch- 
ing and Curing of the Fiſh , when catch'd, would hn4 work tor 
above two hundred thouſand People, and would encreate the number 
ot Sea-men, Ship-wrights, and many Handicrafts-men : A great Re- 
venue, if well managed, would thereby ariſe to the Publick 3 and the 
Fiſh taken would be as good to us, as ſo much Ready-Money 3 and bc 
taken off beyond Seas, -in Exchange for ſuch Goods as we neceſlarily 
_ and have from Forcign Parts, 2nd now pay Ready Money 
Ore 


To conclude, Were the things Propolcd as aforeſaid done,as deſired, 
Trade would be encouraged and encreaſed; the Provitions and Manu- 
factures of the Kingdom be in tar greater quantities conſumed, both 
at home and abroad, the Price of Lands would be raiſed, Tenants be 
enabled to pay their Rents, the Kingdom would be' greatly 
enxichcd, and in a few years the Publick Debts of the Kingdom might 


be diſcharged, without Impoſing any conliderable Tax upon the People. 
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